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SPROCKET KITS 
From 99.95 




















Front Brake Hose $49.95 
Rear Brake Hose $45.95 
Clutch Hose $49.95 























, R DUNLOP 756 
ictu x ЖА | 100/100x18 $58.95 
E . s 110/100x18 $59.95 
AS Vcg vM ar S 100/ 90x19 $62.95 
М NONE. BRAKE PADS 110/ 90x19 $66.95 
Galfer Pads from $22.95 80/100х21 $59.95 
EBC Pads from $19.95 DUNLOP 739 
Moose Enduro $69.-$79.95 Dunlopads from $24.95 Ж” 259.95 
MSR Enduro $69.-$79.95 усал a 
Bullet Smash Plates from $59.95 110/ 90x19 $66.95 
Works Connection — from$59.95 80/100x21 $59.95 
DUNLOP 755 
100/100x18 $54.95 
110/100x18 $56.95 
Brake Rotors from$119.95 | 100/ 90х19 $61.95 
Double Sealed 110/ 90x19 $66.95 
Wheel Bearings 80/100x21 $59.95 
from $6.95 PIRELLI MT-16 
i 400x18 $62.95 
"ен ay 450x18 $64.95 
FMF Pipes Нот $179.95 | Silencers Нот $99.95 300х21 $58.95 
ди 3 PIRELLI MT-18 
BEEBE Brush Guards $33.95 | тап олы ] 100/100x18 $62.95 
DeFlectors $24.95 | [ 1 x) 110/100x18 $64.95 
Protaper Adapters $29.95 100/ 90x19 $69.95 
Score Card Holder $ 9.95 | KTM Clutch Lever $39.95 DEVOL 110/ 90x19 $71.95 
KTM SoftSeat Foam$59.95 | Speedo Spacer $19.95 | RadiatorGuards $79.95 80/100x21 $58.95 
UFO PLASTIC Tre 
120/ 80x18 $54.95 
Front Fenders from $19.95 130/ 80x18 $59.95 
Rear Fenders from $22.95 140/ 80x18 $66.95 
Rad Scoops from $39.95 100/ 90x19 $56.95 
Side Panels from $39.95 110/ 90x19 $66.95 
Lower Fork Guards from $32.95 
Headlights à from $37.95 TUNI VE-33 $49.95 
CDER г 510х18 $54.95 
FACTORY HARDWARE 100/ 90x19 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 $57.95 
Frame Guards $56.95 80/100x21 VE35 $44.95 
Billet Clutch Levers $62.95 
Glide Plates $59.95 IRC ІХ075 
Radiator Braces $49.95 Mid 100/100x18 $52.95 
Protaper Bars $ 89.95 110/100x18 р 
<= 2 TAG Bars $ 69.95 100/ 90x19 59.95 
MISELO Uni Clamp Kit | $ 69.95 110/ 90x19 $64.95 
-Q Renthal Bars from$ 69.95 
TUBES 
Su E к MSR H.D. $11.95 
4 РЕКЕ № -Зюр MSRULTRA $15.95 
Wiseco Pistons from$37.95 Shorty Cap Vent Bridgestone $24.95 
Тор End Bearings $12.95! Gasket Kits from $16.95 | Filter Cleaner $10.95 $6.95 Tube Talc $ 4.95 
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On the cover: What, another 
Yamaha? We didn’t expect to get the 
WR250F this quick, but here it is, and 
it’s a pretty fine trail bike. Tried out 
during a long weekend in South 
Carolina, that’s the Bossman riding 
and Joe Bonnello behind the camera. 
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Warning: The point of all this is to have fun, but to do it in a way that caus- 
es the least damage to everybody else's idea of fun. Mostly we want to say, 
Don't do anything unsafe--ride with the most protective gear you can get, and 
don't get hurt when you fall. Secondly, don't ride like a knucklehead and splat- 
ter yourself all over the trail. Thirdly, and this is going to be important so listen 
closely, don't be an annoyance to anyone else. They already hate the noise 
your bike makes, so be real quiet when you pass people or houses, and for 
heaven's sake don't start fights with strangers saying “1 have a right to ride 


here!" They probably have a different opinion, and neither one of you will win. 


Something for everyone 

Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, Р.О. Бох 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at 
$18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). 
Canadian subscriptions are $30 yearly, in 
U.S. funds. We're not selling overseas eub- 
scriptions any more. We don’t have a Visa 
& Mastercard merchant's account, 60 we 
can’t sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell из that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
save из money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there'e no 
way we can “start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues as back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, 50 renew as early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back Issues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write us and let us 
know the month and year, and send $2.95 
per copy, plus U.S. Postage of $3 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official XR400 test bike). 

Address Changes: If you don't want to 
miss an issue, let us know in advance of 
your move, 50 we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The Р.О. is supposed to forward 
magazines if you tell them to, but they 
don't do № in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Retail advertieere are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertiee in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got а 
dedicated, faithful readerehip of about 
8,000 hardy souls, and the number is 
growing steadily every month. Besides 
that we like to eat, as we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $30 a page for 
сору, and $5 each for black and white pho- 
tos, but we don't print just anything that 
comes in. Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don't call ue with it. Thanks! 


Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-3922) is published monthly at 127 Navajo Trail, Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are available from Trail 
Rider Magazine, Р.О. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at $18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian subscriptions are $30 U.S. yearly. Copyright © 
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just saw а television 

commercial for 1-800- 

COLLECT with Jeremy McGrath on 

it. He was trading jabs with the quintes- 

sential TV-motorcycle chick—leather-clad 

bombshell dirt biker on an unidentifiable, unrea- 

sonably small bike, able to do a balance-point 

wheelie without mussing her hair, and claiming 

to be a first-time rider. She was the typical TV 

clown, but Jeremy came off as a smooth, clean- 

cut looking MX pro. He didn’t look or sound stu- 

pid, wasn’t wooden-acting like a stock car racer 

in a Burt Reynolds movie, he was right there, 
looking cool. 

| also have a game in my basement, one of the 
Jeremy McGrath motocross slot-car motorcycle 
sets. It’s about the same as any other slot car set, 
but it has McGrath's mug on the front of it, and 
his name is the main selling point. | know the 
proper response to the next statement is “Duh...!” 
but the point is that McGrath and motocross is 
big time now. 

We've had big-timers before. Roger DeCoster 
was definitely big time, but his fame came in 
front of the smallest niche audience you could 
imagine: European motocross enthusiasts in the 
‘70s. | would doubt if there were more than 
200,000 of us back then in America. 

Bob Hannah was big time. No offense to Brad 
Lackey, but Bob Hannah was the first real 
American motocross hero, and he was a hero to 
a much larger audience than DeCoster. Maybe 
there were a half-million people who really knew 
who Bob Hannah was. 

Us off-roaders had a hero back then too; and 
that was Dick Burleson while he was racking up 
his nine AMA National Enduro championships. 
Burleson could do no wrong on an enduro bike, 
but his audience was only a fraction of Hannah's. 

McGrath, here at the turn of the century, is a 
massive star in comparison to all these other 
guys. McGrath’s audience can only be measured 
in the millions, his name is a household word to 
little kids who may never even touch a motorcy- 
cle. 

Another thing that is really taking off right now 
is the Freestyle MX phenomenon. There's a 
Freestyle thing happening in Philadelphia this 
weekend, and I’m going to try to go, just to check 
it out. Freestyle isn't much more than a jumping 
contest; it's a distillation of everything the aver- 
age spectator went to a Supercross for: jumps 
and crashes. That's all right, you give people 
what they want. The guys | know who are into 
Freestyle are serious professionals, even though 
some of them may seem to come across as pro- 
fessional wrestlers. It's an incredibly dangerous 
sport that requires equal measure of guts and 
extreme skill. 

There's also toy motorcycles laying around 
here (they all belong to my son, | get to take care 
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Last Over 


by Paul Clipper 


of the real ones) that are Freestyle-specific. They 
come with articulated riders named and molded 
in appearance of the Freestyle stars. These too 
are widely known by a young audience new to 
motorcycles, and | couldn’t begin to even esti- 
mate how large it might be. 

The point is, we’re approaching a peak of dirt 
bike interest far in excess of anything we've seen 
in the past, and it’s a good feeling. It’s coming at 
a great time in the business—those of us who 
hang a motorcycle-specific shingle out have 
enjoyed the past two years of record business, 
and the more people who get involved, the better 
it is for all of us. | don’t know if it’s a chicken or 
egg thing. Did the upswing in business among 
the faithful wake up the rest of the population? 


What Goes Around 


mets, and sometimes brand new riding gear. Like 
a scene out of the opening of On Any Sunday, 
these non-riding dads are trying to show their 
kids how to do it. It’s actually really funny if you 
get to witness this spectacle, but РИ bet that 
eventually dad is going to try it himself. So not 
only are we going to have young kids working 
their way up the displacement-size ladder, there 
will be a dad or two in there who will get a bike, 
then get a different bike, then get the right bike, 
then get a better bike, and on and on. 

It's happening right now. Kids with slot car 
games who get mini bikes and want to be 
Supercross or Freestyle stars. Dads who buy 
funky little bikes and soon find out that they work 
better on the trails than the tracks. Kids who 


“McGrath's audience can only be measured in the millions, 


his name is a household word to little kids who may never 


even touch a motorcycle.” 


Did the increase in promotional revenue available 
help everyone get the word out, and turn on lots 
of people who otherwise would have never con- 
sidered buying a dirt bike? | don’t know, but the 
end results sure are nice. 

Another thing to consider. | know when | was a 
kid, having a four-wheel drive vehicle was like 
being a Crocodile Dundee character. You were 
just weird, even if you did use it to plow snow. 
Maybe it had something to do with the fact that 
the four-wheelers back then were just crappy 
junk. Whatever, now there are tens of millions of 
people out there with four-wheel drive SUVs, and 
some of them are even starting to realize that you 
CAN take them off the pavement. You can actual- 
ly drive them down a dirt road without dying. 
Slowly but surely, this is bringing people out into 
the woods, at least the ones who don't have too 
much of a fear of scratching their paint. Usually 
they like what they do, they get a real thrill out of 
it. What is also going to happen is they're going 
to run into dirt bikers out there, and they're going 
to see just exactly how much more maneuver- 
able a dirt bike is and they're going to want to try 
it. 

Mix this in with the folks who are already buy- 
ing mini bikes for their kids. | see it every time | 
go out to the ORV park with my kid. Here's dad, 
or usually two dads together, with three or four 
kids on brand-new bikes with brand new hel- 


want to follow their dads into the woods, 
because following dads is what kids like to do. 
Four wheelers and families having fun on bikes, 
all out and into the woods. 

It sounds really crowded, doesn't it? Well, it's 
going to get crowded, because we keep having 
babies and keep building strip malls and houses 
on prime farm land and wood lots. There's not 
much we can do about that until we finally learn 
what we're doing wrong. In the mean time, all 
these people enjoying the woods are going to 
swell the ranks of "our side" in the land access 
wars. Yes, President Clinton wanted to create 
Wilderness to ensure his fame as a modern day 
Teddy Roosevelt (and also as an effort to buy the 
votes of all the anti-recreationists out there), but 
even as we sit here there are more and more peo- 
ple getting into it, and figuring out that closing 
off public land isn't necessarily the greatest thing 
that could happen. That maybe there really is a 
world to enjoy beyond the television and the 
malls. 

It's all good. More people riding, more accep- 
tance of our sport, more business in the industry, 
more new cutting edge bikes as manufacturers 
gain confidence in the market. And for all this, 
should we be thanking Jeremy for his role in a 
goofy TV commercial? 

Well you know, it's not a bad place to start. 
Thanks, Mac. % 


Six rounds of racing 
made up the Parts 
Unlimited Offroad Series. 
Team | Moose rider Fred 
Andrews took home the 
championship. He took 
first place in five of the 
six rounds he raced. 
Impressive? 


We think so. 
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Hertfelder 
Recognized 


Sure, we'd recognized Ed Hertfelder 
anywhere, but what we're saying is we 
presented him with this plaque lately in 
recognition of his many achieve- 
ments...or something like that. Actually, 


this is one of his original POETIC 


license plates 
from New 
Jersey. He was 
the original 
holder of the | 
POETIC plate $ 
(get it, “poetic 
license?"), and 
when he left f 
New Jersey a 
while back he 
bequeathed 
the plates to 
Clipper here at 
Trail Rider, to 
carry on the 
tradition о? 
confusing other drivers on the East 





Coast. We couldn't present the award 
to him ourselves, since we can't be 
traipsing off to Arizona any time we feel 
like it, so we had his local Airborne 
Express delivery man present it to him. 
And it was a very touching ceremony. 


The little black plate reads "Ed 
Hertfelder/World's Worst Dirt Rider/But 
you'd have to be a liar to tell a better 
story." You can read Ed's stories every 
month in the back of this here maga- 
zine, and for that we thank him! 


Check Your Chain 


In this month's 250 KTM test, we 
noted in a sidebar that one of the things 
you should really pay attention to is 
your chain tightness. Having your chain 
too tight—on any bike—can cause 
great damage to your rear hub, your 
transmission, and your engine cases. 
You can follow your bike's recommen- 
dation for chain tightness, but some- 
thing we swear by with every unfamiliar 
or new bike is to take the shock off and 
look at exactly what happens to your 
chain tightness as the wheel goes up 
and down. Doing this you can find the 
spot in the wheel travel arc where your 
chain is tightest, and come up with a 
system that makes sense to you for 
judging sufficient chain tightness. With 
your chain at its tightest point you want 
the chain to still be slightly loose on the 
sprockets. Find that point on your bike 
and mark the up and down limit of the 
chain while your bike is sitting on a 
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LocalNews 


stand, and you can repeat the setting 
every time with no sweat. 


More World Tours 


We've told you about Lotus Tours in 
the past, and their dual sport tours of 
Peru and many other exotic locations. 
Well, for this year Lotus Tours offers 
motorcycle vacations in Europe and the 
US and adventure expeditions 
to Africa, Asia and South 
America. Forty-three tours are 
planned. 

To start the new touring sea- 
son, Lotus Tours is producing 
its first dirt bike clinic at The 
Ride-In Ranch in California 
(February 16-18) with expert 
rider апа friend, багу 
LaPlante. The purpose of the 
clinic is to offer a mid-winter 
training/touring program 
focusing on new skills for 
newer riding friends as well as 
giving the old timers and sea- 
soned enthusiasts a chance to 
improve skills in a protected environ- 

қ ment prior to the start 
of the season. Clinics 
are scheduled through- 
out the year as well. 

New motorcycle 
vacations for 2001 
include a comprehen- 
sive historic and cultur- 
al tour of Turkey on 
BMW GPS's led by Burt 
Richmond. Two nights 
of the trip will be spent 





ona gullet, a traditional Turkish sailboat 
(Мау 7 - 21 or Sept 26 - Oct 9). A 
leisurely tour through the wine region 
of Italy in Tuscany coincides with the 
wine harvest (Sept 28 - Oct 8). The 
“Italian Motorcycle Museum & 
Factory Tour” (Sept 14-24) com- 
bines great Alps riding with facto- ge 
ry-hopping to Ducati, Aprilla, Moto = 
Guzzi and The International 
Motorcycle Show in Milan. Finally, 
Lotus Tours begins its series of 
tours to the Yucatan on BMW 
F650s and staying in "the castles . 
of Mexico" - fantastic renovated 
haciendas (Mar 27 - April 2 and 
Dec 26 - Jan 2). Contact Lotus for 
more information, at www.lotus- 
tours.com or at 312-951-0031. 






New Tube 
Technology 


We warned you about |24 
Summers Racing № 
Components in the past. B 
Wade Summers, Scott's 
dad and the main brain 
behind SRC is a mad sci- 
entist. He comes up with 
all these amazing innova 
tions for riding, many of 
which seem so far out in 








left field that they're back in the ball park 
again. Take the TB-29 idea for example. The 
TB-29 flat-proof "inner tube" system is now 
available, but do you know what "TB-29" 
stands for? When the product was being 
developed, Wade discovered that 29 tennis 
balls would fit in the average front tire, and 
give a fairly normal inflated-tire feel. He's $ 
logged an incredible number of miles riding & 
on tennis balls in his front wheel—probably = 
more than anyone else in the country! 
Well, it sounds silly, but it isn't. The TB-29 
system he's selling now weighs about two pounds for a rear wheel, lighter than 
a heavy-duty tube and much lighter than a foam insert. The TB-29 balls are | 
adjustable for inflation pressure, and they give a better tire "feel" and don't 
absorb heat like a foam tube does. And, if you hit your wheel hard enough to pop 
one of the balls, there's still the rest of them inflated to work normally. Wade can 
give you many more good technical reasons for the TB-29 system, so call him 
for the scoop. Also, the TB-29 is going to be available in a limited way by 
February 15, so call now to get signed up. No price was available at press time, 
but the TB-29 is expected to be competitive in price with foam tubes. Call SRC at 


(800)221-9752. 









More E-Rider Stuff 


We introduced you to E-Rider 
last month. We didn't receive them 
in time for pictures then, but here's 
an example of their KTM hydraulic 
clutch guard and "shark fin." 
We've got to say that all their 
machining is top notch, and both 
of these items are very impressive. 
Contact them at www.erider.ws, or 
call at (440)286-6273. 


E-Line Pipe 


| Guards 


This is THE way to protect your 
pipe. The E-Line guard is made out 
of a carbon fiber/Kevlar mix, it 
weighs less than a pound with the 
clamps, and they are twice as strong as 
aluminum guards. This kind of guard 
also has the advantage of holding in 


heat, which increases the exhaust gas 





temperature and actually increases 
horsepower. Guards are designed for 
specific years and models, of course, 
and often specific aftermarket pipes. 
For more information, check them at 
out www.elineaccessories.com, or call 
at (508)295-0812, and tell them that 
Trail Rider wants to make sure you use 
protection. 


Volunteers Needed 
in Mass. 


A new trail management plan is being 
developed for Myles Standish State 
Forest in Plymouth, Mass. This plan 
could re-open the trailbike and ATV 
trails that were closed in 1996, and vol- 
unteers are needed to attend public 
meetings and speak on behalf of trail 
riding during the public comment peri- 
od. The next meeting is on Tuesday the 
27th, at the Massachusetts Electric 
Customer Service Office at 55 
Bearfoot Road, Northboro, Mass. 
We need to show the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Management 
(DEM) that there are many con- 
cerned enthusiasts who are will- 
ing to ensure that trailbike and 
ATV use, properly managed, is 
consistent with environmental 
protection. If you have helped out 
maintaining trails at forests that 
presently allow trail riding, tell the 
board of your efforts. If you have 
pictures of work parties, please 
bring them. If possible, bring 








seven written copies of your comments to distribute 
to the board—they don't have to be lengthy. Typically, 
these meetings start at 11:00 a.m. and conclude 
around 3:00 p.m. If you can attend a meeting, and 
help out in the fight to open trails, call Mark 
Bettencourt at (508)587-1701 for more information. 


Ultra Stand 


Here is a real Cadillac of a work stand. The picture 
explains it all, but we'll describe it just to be sure. Its’ 
а hydraulically-operated lift stand that raises from 
three inches (low profile model) or five inches (stan- 
dard model) to a maximum height of 18 inches, plen- 
ty high for getting both your wheels off the ground. 
The weight capacity is 1200 or 1500 pounds, respec- 
tively, dual safety stops at 11, 15, and 18 inches, rub- 





ber padded lifting surface and a powder-coated finish. 
The standard is $248 and the low-profile is $323, and 
you can learn more from Works Stand Motorcycle 
Accessories at www.workstand.com, or call them at 
(815)455-6800. 


Back to Africa 


Beep beepbeeeeepbeep, Live from Tsavo, home of 
the man eating lions.....Beep beepeepeeppp.... 

Our National Affairs editor is at it again. This time 
Charlie and his brother Josh head off to Kenya Africa 
to do a 9 day Dual Sport Tour with Fred Link, owner of 
Motor Bike Safari. Starting January 15 our heroes will 
ride out of Nairobi and head South to the Ngong Hills, 
then turn east for a 500 mile ride to the coast. We will 
have a full report here in Trail Rider Magazine this 
spring, but you could check up on our boys at 
www.teammooch.com Charlie hopes to send reports 
back via e-mail and these will be posted for all to 
enjoy. Also visit www.motorbike-safari.comfor infor- 
mation on the tour. The Team Mooch page is looking 
very professional too, so stop by and check it out. 


Support Blue Ribbon 


We have the right administration together in this 
country (finally!), but the fight to keep trails open is 
still going to be a battle every day. We want to remind 
you that one organization that is going to continue to 
fight this battle is the Blue Ribbon Coalition. Blue 
Ribbon is our best hope, and if you're not a member 
you should be a member. Contact them at 208-233- 
6570 and tell them you want to be in the loop. 


Pipe Available for YZ/WR 


Even as we contemplate the new YZ250F and 
WR250F in the Trail Rider garage, we know we're 
going to have to get aftermarket pipes for each of 
them. There's no way around it, the stockers are too 
loud to ride in the woods. So far, we've found a 
silencer/spark arrestor being offered by Mike Young's 
Big Gun Exhaust Systems to fit either bike, and it's 
supposed to be quieter than the stock silencer. We'll 
be testing it soon, but if you want to learn more call 
Big Gun at (909)948-7029, or look them up at 
www.biggunexhaust.com. t 





BUY ON LINE AT 


www.centraljerseycycle.com 


CENTRAL JERSEY CYCLE 


Husky * АТК е Yamaha ° Suzuki е Kawasaki е Honda • KTM 


= MOTORCYCLES 


609-448-9400 


Accessories * Suspension • Motor Mods 


dusavarna 


859 Route 130 North, East Windsor NJ 08520 


Fax: 609-448-3225 е E-Mail: sales centraljerseycycle.com 


Paul Edmondson & WER. Steering Damper 


WIN THE AMA NATIONAL HARE SCRAMBLES SERIES! 
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(4 ongratulations, Paul! 
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MS tears are very 
common sports 
injuries. How often have you heard friends 
say they had "torn cartilage" in their knees? They 
are probably not talking about the articular cartilage 
that covers the ends of the bones at a joint. Instead 
they are probably talking about the meniscus, which is 
another form of cartilage in the knee. The articular or 
hyalin cartilage that covers the ends of bones is the 
shiny white stuff you see on the end of chicken bones 
at the joints. Next time you're at your local Hooters 
take a second to look at it next time you're eating 
some wings. | know it will be hard with all the dis- 
tractions there, but | know you can do it. 

There are two types of cartilage in the human knee 
joint: (1) Fibrocartilage, of which the meniscus is 
comprised, and (2) articular or hyalin cartilage which 
covers the end surfaces of the bone in the joint. Intact 
meniscal and articular cartilage are necessary for 
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Figure 1. The knee showing the menisci and a tear іп 
the medial meniscus. 
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smooth and painless function and motion of the knee. 
Each knee contains two menisci, one on the medial 
side of the knee and one on the lateral side—called 
medial (inner) or lateral (outer) meniscus (see Figure 
1). Both are crescent shaped. These menisci function 
to transmit force loads across the knee acting as mini 
shock absorbers in the joint. They also provide stabil- 
ity to the knee. 

Acute meniscal tears usually occur in the younger 
person or athlete and are generally caused by pivoting 
or twisting injuries. These tears often occur in associ- 
ation with other injuries such as anterior cruciate lig- 
ament tear (ACL), and in that case it is usually the lat- 
eral one that is torn. Degenerative meniscal tears are 
tears that occur in you guys in the Vet and Master 
Classes, and are usually the result of the change in the 
consistency of the meniscal tissue as we age. The 
meniscus loses its rubbery consistency and starts to 
fray at its edges as well as soften with years of wear 
and tear (wonder how many years of riding it takes?). 
Just a misstep is all it takes to cause a tear in this 
already weakened tissue. 









Cycle Surgeon 
by Dr. Steve Augustine, 


cyclsurg@aol.com 





Most knee repair can be done arthroscopically, 
reducing your recovery time to the minimum. 


Whereas an acute meniscal tear causes problems in 
your knee immediately, a degenerative tear may devel- 
op over time and cause only occasional problems. 
When the meniscus tears, you will usually feel a sharp 
pain on the medial or lateral side of the knee depend- 
ing on which meniscus is injured. Or even sometimes 
both sides of the knee if both menisci suffer tears. The 
initial pain and swelling will go away, but you may 
have pain when turning on the knee or trying to bend 
or straighten the knee. Most acute tears cause 
swelling in the knee as it bleeds into the joint. Your 
knee may also catch or lock if the torn piece of menis- 
cus gets displaced and trapped between the bones - 
it's like throwing a stone into a cogwheel. 

Meniscal tears in an active person are significant for 
two reasons. First, they cause pain, catching, locking, 
and swelling. Second, healthy menisci are needed to 
prevent damage to the articular cartilage surfaces of 
the joint, which can lead to degeneration and arthritis 
of the joint. Thus, even if you're tough enough (which 
| am sure you all are) to put up with the pain from a 
tear, | still urge you to seek treatment so you can use 
your knee to its optimum and to prevent further prob- 
lems in the future. 

For the older inactive person , the urgency for treat- 
ment is much lower than that required of an active 
younger or sometimes older person, in which the 
objective is to prevent damage to potentially respon- 
sible tissues. 

To diagnose meniscal tears the doctor performs cer- 
tain maneuvers on your knee during an exam and will 
ask you to describe how the injury happened and what 
kind of problems your knee is giving you. X-rays of 
your knee are usually taken to make sure there is no 
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Figure 5. Arthroscopic repair of the meniscus. 


Hughston Sports Medicine Clinic, Columbus, Georgia 


Meniscal Tears 


fracture of the bones and to see if there is any arthrit- 
ic changes already present in the joint. However, the 
menisci are soft tissue (not bone) so tears are not vis- 
ible on x-rays. In order to see the meniscus and any 
tear, a MRI (magnetic resonance image) may be 
ordered (see Figure 2). This test allows better visual- 
ization of soft tissues (tendons, muscles and liga- 
ments) which x-rays do not. A MRI is not always 
needed but it helps to identify other injuries, such as 
to articular cartilage, ligaments and tendons of the 
knee. Often physicians can make the call just based on 
your history, complaints and the examination they 
perform. 

Treatment is based on the type and location of the 
tear as well as the severity of the symptoms. The loca- 
tion of the tear is important because of the blood sup- 
ply to the meniscus. At the periphery of the meniscus 





Figure 2. A MRI showing a meniscal tear. (arrow) 


the blood supply is abundant but at the inner rim it is 
poor. Because of this difference in blood supply tears 
at the periphery have a better capacity to heal than the 
inner rim tears. 

Current treatment options can be grouped into three 
categories: non-operative, partial or total removal and 
repair. Non-operative treatment includes the use of 
anti-inflammatory medications as well as physical 
therapy to keep your muscle strong and prevent stiff- 
ness. A neoprene sleeve may also help. Non-operative 
treatment is appropriate for tears that are small and 
will not displace inbetween the bones of the joint that 
could cause locking. Small tears on the periphery of 
the meniscus can also be treated non-operatively 
because of the good healing potential. There is always 
the risk that with another injury that small tear could 
extend and become larger. Generally, one to three 
months is a reasonable time frame in which to expect 
significant improvement. 

Partial removal is recommended for persons who 
have failed non-operative treatment and have tears 
that cannot be repaired (see Figures 3 and 4). This 
consists of using small shavers and scissors to 
remove the torn piece. This is done by using an 
arthroscope (top picture) to see inside the knee. An 
arthroscope is a small camera put into the joint 
through small incisions in the skin. Before this tech- 
nique was available, a large incision had to be made to 
either repair or remove the meniscus. 

The importance of the meniscus has been realized 
and complete removal has fallen into disfavor and is 
avoided whenever possible. Finally, arthroscopic 
repair is performed on large tears and tears at the 
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Figure 6. Repair of an acute tear using suture. 


periphery. This is done using small absorbable arrows 
or suture (see Figure 5 and 6). Only about ten percent 
of all tears are repairable. Arthroscopic procedures 
last about an hour and require only a few tiny inci- 
sions. These procedures are done on an out-patient 
basis (you can go home the same day). 

Every effort is made to preserve as much meniscus 
as possible or perform repair when possible. If you 
think you have suffered a meniscal tear make sure you 
get your knee evaluated. 

Recovery from surgery depends on what is done. If 
the meniscus is partially removed or trimmed (called 
a partial menisectomy), most people can expect to 
use crutches for four to seven days. They may have 
some swelling for three to six weeks and usually 
return to full activity by six to eight weeks. If the 
meniscus had to be repaired the rehabilitation time is 
longer, you will not be allowed to put weight on the leg 
for four to six weeks to allow it to heal and you are 
usually back to regular activities by five to six months. 
Unfortunately this means your crutches will be your 
best friends for awhile. Of course physical therapy is 
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started right away regardless of what is done. Your 
doctor will tailor your rehabilitation program and be 
able to answer any other questions you might have. 
If you have any medical questions related to riding 
or suggestions for other topics you would like to read 
about in future editions, contact Trail Rider and we will 
try to address them. 
Ride On! 
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Please Send In Our Survey 

As you all know riding and racing off-road motorcy- 
cles carries the inherent risk of getting injured. 
Everybody who rides has suffered an injury at some 
point, myself included 

Riding a motorcycle and crashing is no different 
than going out on a football field or hockey rink and 
slamming your body into another player. Yet, many 
people perceive the sport as too dangerous - | dis- 
agree. The risk of injury is there and understanding 
that risk is part of participating in our sport just as it 
is in any other sport. The point | am trying to make is 
that injuries are accepted consequences of any sport, 





and just because you got hurt "racing a motorcycle" 
doesn't mean you should be looked upon any differ- 
ently than an athlete who sustained an injury while 
playing tackle football. Far too often injured riders are 
criticized by the doctor and nurses for riding and told 
"you should know better than to be doing that - what 
did you expect?" That's crazy—why don't they tell 
that same thing to the high school football player who 
blew out his anterior cruciate ligament? The problem 
is that our society and the medical community are not 
familiar with our sport and until this happens their 
misconceptions will continue. As our sport continues 
to become more and more popular so will its’ accep- 
tance into society not only as a true athletic sport but 
a enjoyable recreational activity. 

One of my goals is to destroy many of the miscon- 
ceptions about off-road motorcycling by educating 
the medical community and society about our sport 
through publications and research. In order to do this 
data needs to be collected and analyzed so conclu- 
sions can be made. Our sport needs to be studied just 
as other sports have been in terms of injury patterns 
and incidence in order to gain a better understanding 
of how to treat these injuries and make recommenda- 
tions on how to avoid them. Please take the time to fill 
out the questionnaire on the next page and drop it in 
the mail. Even if you had no injuries during the 1999 
season, still fill out the top of the questionnaire, write 
“no injuries” on it and send it in. You can also access 
the questionnaire on the Hughston website at 
http:/Awww.hughston.com/hsmf/motor.htm. 

Thanks, 

Dr. Augustine 


PLEASE FILL OUT AND SEND IN THE SURVEY ON PAGE 11-12 
Just carefully cut it out of the magazine, fold it and tape it 
closed, and drop it in the mail. Postage is already paid! 
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Just 


“% Suspension. 


The BEST 


Suspension. 


Period. 


OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLE INJURY SURVEY 
The Hughston Sports Medicine Foundation 
Please take a few minutes to complete and return this survey by March 1, 2001. Include ONLY injuries that occurred during 
AMA sponsored off-road racing for Enduro, Harescramble and Motorcross events during the 1999 season. If no injuries occurred 
fill out the top section about yourself, write no injuries on the form and return it. Thank you. 
Please give us information about yourself. This information will be kept confidential and will be used to gain 
information about the off-road motorcycle riding population. 








Name: Birthdate: Зе: ОМ ПЕ Phone: ( ) 
Motorcycle CC: Riding Level: OPro OA OB OC П№мсе 
# of off-road races in 1999: Practice Time (hrs/week): 


For each off-road race injury during last season, complete one injury block below with questions A-F using the 
definitions listed below. 






































Injured Body Part Choices Type of Injury Choices | Severity 

Head: Skull, Face, Ear, Eye, Nose, Throat, Teeth Abrasion (scrape) Mild - bumps and bruises. No limitations expected. 
: : Bum Able to complete race or back to sport within 3 

Spine: Neck, Upper Back (Thoracic), Lower Back (Lumbar)) Contusion (bruise) days. 

Upper Limb Area: Collar Bone, Shoulder, Arm, Elbow, Forearm, Wrist, | Laceration (cut) Moderate - bad sprain, bad bruise/swelling. Not 

Hand/Fingers год | Strain (Muscle) able to complete race but pain/symptom 

Lower Limb Area: Groin, Hip, Thigh, Knee, Lower Leg, Ankle, Foot/ Fracture (Bone) resolves. Back to sport within 4-14 days. 

Toes Sprain (Ligament) Severe - severe sprain, severe concussions, joint 


Torso Area: Chest(includes ribs), Lung, Spleen 
Abdomen: Kidney, Liver 
Other Area Injuries: Dehydration, Heat Stroke, Muscle Cramps 


Overuse (Tendonitis, Bursitis) 
Dislocation 
Concussion 


dislocations, fractured limbs. Long term pain/ 
symptoms. Cannot retum to sport insame 
capacity. 











NOTE: Body parts may be listed twice and injuries resulting from the same crash should be listed separately. 










Body part injured (Be as specific as possible): Month/Year of injury / 

A. Type of injury to this body part: 

B. Severity of Injury to this body part : O Mild О Moderate О Severe 

C. What caused the injury? О Collision with rider Collision with object O Loss of control 

D. When during the race did the injury occur? О Beginning О Middle O End 

E. What type of medical care was used ? О Race site facility/Ambulance Crew O Emergency Room/Surgery 


O Regular Doctor Appt 


. Type of race during which injury occurred: О Harescramble О Enduro П Motocross 








Body part injured (Be as specific as possible): Month/Year of injury TERES 

A. Type of injury to this body part: 

B. Severity of Injury to this body part : O Mild О Moderate О Severe 

C. What caused the injury? О Collision with rider О Collision with object О Loss of control 

D. When during the race did the injury occur? О Beginning O Middle O End 

E. What type of medical care was used ? О Race site facility/Ambulance Crew О Emergency Room/Surgery 
О Regular Doctor Appt 

Е. Type of race during which injury occurred: О Harescramble О Enduro О Motocross 


С. Did this injury occur during the same race as the injury in another block? О No О Yes (O1) 








Body part injured (Be as specific as possible): Month/Year of injury / 

A. Type of injury to this body part: 

B. Severity of Injury to this body part : О Mild О Moderate O Severe 

C. What caused the injury? О Collision with rider О Collision with object O Loss of control 

D. When during the race did the injury occur? О Beginning O Middle О End 

E. What type of medical care was used ? [1 Race site facility/Ambulance Crew О Emergency Room/Surgery 
О Regular Doctor Appt 

Е. Type of race during which injury occurred: О Harescramble O Enduro П Motocross 

С. Did this injury occur during the same race as the injury in another block? О No О Yes ( Пн, O#2 ) 















Body part injured (Be as specific as possible): Month/Year of injury l 

A. Type of injury to this body part: 

B. Severity of Injury to this body part : O Mild O Moderate О Severe 

C. What caused the injury? О Collision with rider О Collision with object O Loss of control 

D. When during the race did the injury occur? О Beginning O Middle O End 

E. What type of medical care was used ? O Race site facility/Ambulance Crew О Emergency Room/Surgery 
О Regular Doctor Appt 

F. Type of race during which injury occurred: О Harescramble О Enduro О Motocross 

С. Did this injury occur during the same race as the injury in another block? О No О Yes ( Q1, O#2, O43) 
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Body part injured (Be as specific as possible): Month/Year of injury / 

A. Type of injury to this body part: 

B. Severity of Injury to this body part : L1 Mild О Moderate [1 Severe 

C. What caused the injury? О Collision with rider О Collision with object О Loss of control 

D. When during the race did the injury occur? О Beginning П Middle O End 

E. What type of medical care was used ? О Race site facility/Ambulance Crew С Emergency Room/Surgery 
O Regular Doctor Appt 

Е. Type of race during which injury occurred: О Harescramble О Enduro П Motocross 

С. Did this injury occur during the same race as the injury in another block? О No О Yes (O#1 O#2 O#3 O84) 














Body part injured (Be as specific as possible): Month/Year of injury / 

A. Type of injury to this body part: 

B. Severity of Injury to this body part : О Mild О Moderate О Severe 

C. What caused the injury? О Collision with rider О Collision with object О Loss of control 

D. When during the race did the injury occur? О Beginning O Middle О End 

E. What type of medical care was used ? [1 Race site facility/Ambulance Crew О Emergency Room/Surgery 
О Regular Doctor Appt 

Е. Type of race during which injury occurred: О Harescramble О Enduro П Motocross 

С. Did this injury occur during the same race as the injury in another block? О No О Yes (0#1 п#2 O#3 О#4 0#5) 





Body part injured (Be as specific as possible): Month/Year of injury / 

A. Type of injury to this body part: 

B. Severity of Injury to this body part : O Mild О Moderate П Severe 

C. What caused the injury? О Collision with rider О Collision with object О Loss of control 

D. When during the race did the injury occur? О Beginning О Middle О End 

E. What type of medical care was used ? О Race site facility/Ambulance Crew O Emergency Room/Surgery 
О Regular Doctor Appt 

Е. Type of race during which injury occurred: О Harescramble О Enduro О Motocross 

С. Did this injury occur dduring the same race as the injury in another block? О No О Үе$(пж#1 O#2 043 О#4 0#5 O#6) 





PLEASE ATTACH ANOTHER SHEET OF PAPER TO LIST ADDITIONAL INJURIES OR INFORMATION. 


What equipment do you use during off-road racing (check all that apply)?: 


О Helmet О Neck Roll О Kidney Belt О Bark Busters О Gloves О Goggles 

О Shoulder Pads О Cup/Jock О Boots О Elbow Pads О Mouth Piece О Chest Protector 

О Padded Pants О Water System О Knee Pads О Knee Brace (Type ) 
Comments: 


Please call (706) 576-3331 (Director of Research) if you have questions or comments regarding this survey 
FOLD THE SURVEY INTO THIRDS AND MAIL (ADDRESS AND POSTAGE PROVIDED) 


Hughston Sports Medicine Foundation NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
PO Box 9517 IF MAILED 
Ы INTHE 
Columbus GA 31908-9517 Topo 








BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO.39 COLUMBUS, GA 








POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


HUGHSTON SPORTS MEDICINE FOUNDATION 
RESEARCH DIRECTOR 

РО BOX 9517 

COLUMBUS СА 31908-9967 





BILLET ALUMINUM SHARK FIN 
Integrated into the brake carrier 
makes this disc guard virtually 
indestructible: Dirt Rider magazine 
calls it "An impressive display of 
protection" 








Кесеге X DES 


STAINLESS STEEL OIL FILTER 
The filtering qualities are 10 times 
better than a paper filter and have 
a higher resistance to heat. Longer 
lasting and reusable. Protect 
your 4 Stroke investment! 










THE ORIGINAL STEERING STABILIZER COMBO! 
eCombo Includes - Pro Taper bars of your choice 
*Scotts Billet Top Triple Clamp 

eScotts 1 piece Billet Bar Clamp 

*Scotts Steering Stabilizer 
АИ Mounting Hardware 
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PRO TAPER MOUNTING KITS 
Billet machined "Factory Look" 
precise fitting hardware in every 
combination imaginable for Pro 
Taper and other large diameter 
handlebars. 


WWW.SCOTTSONLINE.COM 818-248-6747 


2625 Honolulu Ave. Montrose, CA 91020 




















MX to Enduro Project by Joe McLaughlin 


wise man once told me, “You know 
уси’ге getting old when you can start 
measuring time in decades.” 

While | wouldn't exactly call myself old, for 
the last ten-plus years only one make of 
motorcycle has found its way into my stable. 
| have owned and raced every version of 
Kawasaki's KDX 200 going back to the air- 
cooled, dual drum brake version in 1984, 
through the major updates in 1986, 1989 
and 1995. The past decade has been a testa- 
ment to the versatility of the machine, as life 
progressed from father-son trail rides to the 
expert ranks in enduro racing. A low sticker 
price, coupled with the little set-up work 
needed, yielded a steed capable of anything 
from a leisurely trail ride to race mode. 
However, a bike designed to fit such a wide 
variety of uses is not without limitations. 
Unless you ride with 
the ultra-smooth 
finesse of Jeff 
Fredette, a KDX can 
only be pushed so 
hard before it starts 
to push back. No 
updates (besides 
"bold new graph- 
ics") since 1995 
found me searching 
for something with a 
sharper edge. Enter 
the 2001 Yamaha YZ 
125. 

The YZ 125 was 
chosen for the project because the small, nimble 
chassis is well suited to the tight, technical demands 
of New England. The motor's stock power band is 
pretty much ready for the task without any serious 
modification. Like any of the current crop of high-tech 
MX machines, the YZ 125 is quick, it corners like it's 
on rails and stops on a dime. The intent here howev- 
er, is to work through the modifications necessary for 
any MX-to-enduro conversion, regardless of brand or 
engine displacement. 

First Things First 

To take advantage of the latest in off-road motor, 
chassis & suspension technology, one needs to look 
no further than the current crop of MX bikes. 
However, riding an MX bike right out of the crate in the 
woods of New England would be an uncomfortable 
proposition. All hope is not lost though, as there is a 
bevy of aftermarket companies stocked with the nec- 
essary gadgets to convert any late-model MXer into a 
New England woods-worthy off-road weapon. 

The first place any MX bike needs attention paid is 
to the suspension. There are plenty of places in these 
fine United States where stock MX suspension would 
work well for off-road competition, but New England 
is not one of them. Rick Z. and the crew at Factory 
Connection were called upon to handle the suspen- 
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sion duties for this project. 


Famous for their ability to 
rework MX suspension for the 
demands of woods racing, 
Factory Connection draws upon 
many years of experience work- 
ing with riders from New 
England and throughout the 
country. Each re-valve is com- 
pletely custom-tailored to the 
needs of the rider, using detailed 
information provided to them 
about such things as rider abili- 
ty, height & weight as well as the 
type(s) of terrain and demands 
the suspension will be put 
through. Factory Connection is 
fully committed to suspension 


excellence, as no re-valve is - 


complete until the rider is alto- 
gether satisfied with the set- 
tings. 

Factory Connection completely 
disassembled the stock YZ sus- 
pension components and rebuilt 
the rebound and compression 





Before, it's a 
motocrosser. A good 
bike, but not much 
fun in the New 
England woods. 
Afterwards, we have 
à fantastic light- 
weight enduro mount 
that we're itching to 
race in the new sea- 
son. Just a few key 
parts were added, but 
little things make all 
the difference. 
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y damping valve systems in both the forks 
and shock. Based on our needs, the stock 
spring was retained for the shock with a 
complete re-working of the internals to 
keep things plush in the rocks. The forks’ 
valving was softened considerably from 
the stock settings with heavier springs to 
compliment it. The stiffer springs main- 
tain the proper ride height for the fork, 
and work in conjunction with the softer 
valving to provide a smooth, progressive 
feel in the variety of terrain New England 
has to offer. 

Never Leave Home Without Adequate 

Protection 

Any bike that is going to be subjected to 
rocks, roots and mud needs a few things 
to protect it from the elements. While 
handguards and a skid plate are pretty 
much mandatory in New England, some 
of the other guards may be considered optional if your 
conversion project has more mild terrain or a limited 
budget. However, if you’re going to invest hard-earned 
cash in a race bike, protecting it from potential dam- 
age is not wasted money. Besides, no one likes to end 
a ride early because of a bent or broken part. 

Kevin Hines and Raffi Peterson at E-Line 


Accessories have a plethora of items to convert an 
MXer and protect most late-model machines from the 
harmful side effects of woods riding. Famous for their 
CRE conversion kits, pipe guards & lighting coils, E- 
Line also stocks chain guides, disc guards, skid 
plates, frame guards, clutch cover guards and other 


















Action photo by Nu-Look Rac 


accoutrements. The majority of the parts are made of 
a wonderfully strong yet lightweight mix of carbon 
fiber and Kevlar, the rest from CNC-machined alu- 
minum. 

For the YZ, a pipe guard, chain guide, clutch cover 
guard, and frame guards were obtained from E-Line. 
All parts are carbon/Kevlar, but the frame guards are 
unique in that they are available with “gripper” mate- 
rial molded to them. Following the enclosed instruc- 
tions, everything bolted to the bike perfectly. The 
components not only add protection, they jazz-up the 
look of the bike without any significant weight gain. 

Scotts Performance Products is also in the busi- 
ness of protecting your motorcycle from carnage, 





E-Line’s composite pipe, clutch and frame guards protect 
vital components and look good, too. Moto Tassinari's reed 
valve is the main modification to the inlet tract. 


with a complete lineup of CNC-machined billet alu- 
minum components to accessorize and protect your 
scooter. their flagship product, though, is the Scott's 
Steering Stabilizer. The YZ was outfitted with a Scotts 
Steering Stabilizer to keep the bike tracking straight 
under less-than-ideal conditions. Most notably, the 
stabilizer eliminates headshake and the dreaded “tank 
slapper” effect caused by hitting those nasty trail 
demons. Along with the steering stabilizer unit, a 
Scotts upper triple clamp and bar clamp were fitted to 
the YZ so Pro-Taper bars could be utilized. 
Conveniently, Scotts sells the damper, upper triple 
clamp, bar clamp & Pro-Taper bars as a package deal 
at a significant savings to the cost of the items if pur- 
chased separately. 

Scotts also produces rear disc guards that are one- 
piece CNC-machined and designed to replace the 
stock caliper carrier. Pictures do not do this piece jus- 
tice. It is so finely crafted it should be hung on the 
wall and displayed! It's almost a shame to mount this 
to part of the bike that will be pounding into rocks. All 
of the Scotts components fit the YZ perfectly. The 
instructions included with the steering stabilizer are 
very detailed and need to be followed closely. The YZ 
did require some filing of the steering tube welds to 
fit the mounting bracket, as noted in the instructions. 
Scotts suggests in the manual to call them if you have 
any questions about mounting the unit to your bike. 

Tech Tubes were installed front and rear. It would be 
a shame to go through all of this trouble setting up a 
bike, only to get a flat while racing. Not a problem 
with Tech Tubes. Bob White at Tech Products makes 
a wide variety of sizes for front and rear tires, includ- 
ing the most popular 18” & 19” sizes. For this test, an 
80x21 front and 100x19 rear Tech Tubes were 
installed in the stock Dunlop tires. 

Roost Dept. 

The stock '01 YZ125 power band is pretty user- 
friendly. However, it's still a 125. Enhancing the stock 
output is relatively easy to do without sacrificing 
power from other places, and without sacrificing tons 
of money from your wallet. Moto Tassinari's Delta V- 
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Force reed valve systems are 
designed to enhance overall 
power output throughout the 
power band, without sacrificing 
any existing power, unlike other 
systems that simply transfer 
power from one place to another. 
With the sub-frame detached to 
make ample space to work, the 
system bolted on easily, along 
with the supplied gaskets. 

FMF's USFS-approved Turbine 
Core 11 spark arrestor rounds out 
the power package nicely. The TC 
| is more or less the same length 
and overall size of the stock MX 
silencer, and does not detract 
from the performance while mak- 
ing the bike "environmentally cor- 
rect." FMF also has several pipe 
options to choose from, ranging 
from the Fatty (low-end torque), 
Rev (high-end pull) and Gnarly 
(Fatty with thicker-gauge steel) to 
the ultra high tech SST. Each pipe 
is designed to allocate the power 
to where you like it most. A Fatty 
was bolted on to the YZ. 

Completing the Package 

A tiny 1.9-gallon tank comes 
stock on the YZ. Luckily, Clarke 
Manufacturing makes oversize 
tanks to fit the YZ, along with 


most other machines, in a variety of colors to choose 
from. All tanks are carefully molded to take advantage 
of otherwise unused space without compromising 
ergonomics. The 3.1-gallon tank for the YZ carries the 








YZ Conversion Parts List 
Clarke 3.1 gallon capacity fuel tank 


Dugas Engineering WatchDog 2000 
E-Line carbon fiber/Kevlar chain guide 
E-Line carbon fiber/Kevlar clutch cover protector 
E-Line carbon fiber/Kevlar "gripper" frame guards 
E-Line carbon fiber/Kevlar pipe guard 
Factory Connection 
Re-valve & service — forks 
Re-valve & service — shock 
Fatty pipe 
Turbine Core Il spark arrestor 
AOF clutch system 
Moto Tassinari Delta V-Force ІІ reed system 
Scotts Shark Fin rear disc guard 
Tech Tubes 
Scotts Steering Stabilizer/Triple Clamp kit 


an owner's manual. 


Clarke Manufacturing 
www.clarkemfg.com 
(503) 829-2156 


Dugas Engineering 
www.dugasengineering.com 
(508) 337-3132 


E-Line Accessories 
www.elineaccessories.com 
(508) 295-0812 


Factory Connection 
www.factoryconnection.com 
(800) 221-7560 








$155 

$269.99, plus $60 for custom engraving 
$44 

$44 

$65 

$79 


$165, plus $15 for fluids, parts extra 
$165, plus $15 for fluids, parts extra 
$189.95 

$139.99 

$99.95 

$148 

$129.95 

$79.95 — front, $99.95 — rear 

$599 


Kit includes Scotts triple clamp with matching anodized bar 
clamp, Scotts steering stabilizer, frame bracket (weld-on or 
bolt-on), Pro Taper handlebars, all the necessary hardware and 


FMF Racing 
www.fmfracing.com 
(310) 631-4363 


Moto Tassinari 
www.mototassinari.com 
(603) 298-6646 


Scotts Performance Products 
www.scottsperformance.com 
(818) 248-6747 


Tech Products 
(973) 686-0012 











ENDURO 
KTM2001 


REAL WORLD CHAMPIONS: E/XC 2-STROKES 


fuel considerably lower and slightly farther forward 
than the stock tank, yet still retains enough room to 
access the spark plug. The tank is also slightly higher 
than stock and does not rise beyond the top of the 


seat in any offensive way. The YZ was fitted 
with a natural-colored tank, which allows the 
fuel level to be viewed at all times. This is 
helpful to determine how much gas is in the 
tank, and also when filling the tank to avoid 
the dreaded overfill and spill. The Clarke tank 
mounted easily using the stock hardware, 
including the radiator shrouds and gas cap. 

To handle timekeeping chores, Dugas 
Engineering's WatchDog 2000 enduro com- 
puter fit the bill. The unit and accompanying 
thumb switch are CNC-machined anodized 
aluminum. The WatchDog boasts a compact 
design, with a display that is large and easy 
on the eyes. Mounting brackets are included 
which can be attached directly to the handle- 
bar clamps in a variety of ways to custom-fit 
any handlebar setup. Mounting is very 
machine and rider-setup specific. On the YZ, 
the unit was mounted directly to the rear 
bolts on the handlebar clamps. A hole was 
carefully drilled & tapped in the front brake 
caliper carrier to thread the provided sensor. 
The magnet (also provided) was epoxy- 
mounted to a spot on the front disc to line up 
with the sensor. 

First Impressions 

The converted YZ 125 is only slightly heav- 
ier than it's birth weight, and it's certainly an 
impressive-looking package. The bike gar- 
nered plenty of attention when it showed up 
at a local club ride for its maiden voyage. The 
King Philip Trail Riders hosted a 50-mile club 


ride containing all of the essential elements for a New 
England terrain test. Dubbed “Rodger’s Rocky Woods 


(Continued on page 33) 


¢ Championship winning 125, 200, 250, 300, 380 “purpose built” machines 
® Competition bred and proven WP 43mm USD forks & PDS shock absorbers 
® Keihin carburetors and Kokusan digital ignitions 
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OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF TEAM GAS-GAS 





IF you are searching for a motorcycle 
lubricant that has been put to the 
ultimate torture test, look no further. 


Spectro lubricants have been used to win 
practically every form of professional 
motorcycle competition there is. А.М.А 
Superbike races, A.M.A. Dirt Track Races 
and A.M.A Supercross Races are terrific 
proving grounds and we love to watch 
Team Spectro Racers winning them. 


But in the A.M.A. GNCC Series and the 
A.M.A. National Enduro Series there 
seems to be an extra "dose" of torture 
thrown in for good measure. The mud 
bogs, the water holes, the trees (broken 
radiators), the rocks (flattened pipes) 
and the steep, slippery hills (with bikes 
scattered everywhere). And let's not 
forget the summer heat. 


Mike Lafferty, Shane Watts, Fred Hoess 
and Nathan Knight have conquered these 
torture tests and more with our products 
and won, so that when you break the 
seal on a bottle of Spectro Oil, you will 
know that you have just made a winning 
decision... 


THE SEARCH IS OVER. 


1-800-2-GET-OIL 
203-775-1291 
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OF TEAM KTM 
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OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 
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MIKE'S BIKE 


A Very Pleasant Surprise 








by Charlie Williams 





| wanted a four stroke, but I’m so happy | can’t believe it 


was needing a new bike. | want one of the new 250 

four strokes built by KTM, TM or Gas Gas. They all 
have one in the works, and | figured | would just have 
to wait like everyone else. This left me riding the 125 
TM in Colorado again this year. Let's see, а 240 pound 
man riding an under-powered bike at high altitude. 
Doom. 

It worked last year, and surprisingly well, except for 
all the flat tires. First off, my TM 125 has a 19-inch 
rear wheel and goes flat on every sharp-edged rock. 
Even with 20 pounds of air pressure! 
Then the front goes flat because | had 
to hit everything so hard just to clear , 
it. | must have changed eight tires dur- 558 
ing the week. | came out of one sec- №7. 
tion and had to change both tires! Yes, “3 
the 125 runs at 10,000 feet, but it sure 7- 
takes a lot of work. 

lm dreaming about a racing 250 * 
four stroke with a full-sized European к 
chassis and good suspension. Not 
available at this time. Then there is the 
concern about buying the first year of № 
any thing. Let them work the quirks 
out first then buy the second or third 
year of production. 

So | was sitting there at my comput- 
er whiling away time waiting for new 2 
bikes, money burning a hole in my 
shoe. | was checking out team- 
mooch.com and our new links page. 
Out of curiosity and boredom | went to 
the Enduro Engineering web site. 
Home of Alan Randt and Michael 
Lafferty. | had planned on sending 
them more hate mail when | came 
across a little blurb about them having 
some of Michael's race bikes for sale. 
Michael had just wrapped up his third National 
Enduro Championship and they were cleaning shop 
for new bikes to get ready for next year. 

So | sent them an E-mail then turned around and 
called them: 

“How much?” 

“How much what? Charlie?” 

"How'd you know it was me?" 

"Caller I.D., we had it installed after you pestered us 
to death over that used inner tube | GAVE you that 
wouldn't hold air." 

“Okay, smart guy, you know who | am, what do | 
want?" 

"Everything for free." 

"Well yes..... But you're trying to confuse me. Don't 
you dare try to match wits with me!" 

"Not without a lobotomy." 

"Uhhhh, which one of us gets the lobotomy?" 

"Why Charlie, if | was ever going to match you in 
wits you would need the lobotomy. You are so smart 
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and so great | could never aspire to your wisdom." 

"Uhhhh? Really?" 

“Yes, that’s what you wanted to hear isn't it?" 
"Well, yes." 

"Now what do you want?!" 

"| think | want to speak to Michael Lafferty." 

"Well he ain't here." 

"| went to the Michael Lafferty home page. Why 
isn't Michael home?" 

"This is a bike shop, what do you think, Charlie? We 





have Michael leaned up against the wall in the shop? 
Bring him home, shoot him with the power washer 
and spray him down with some WD-40? Is that what 
you think?" 

"Okay, | can see this is getting me nowhere but dis- 
respected, degraded, and depressed. How much for 
the bikes?" 

Soon | was buying a new bike, a 2000 KTM 250EXC. 
A price was agreed on and delivery was arranged. My 
father always taught me not to buy a used car after 
dark, and to wait to see a woman in daylight before 
you tell her you love her. | wonder what his advice on 
buying used dirt bikes sight unseen would be? 

| got the bike, and now | need to make a confession 
or pledge or a declaration of ignorance—here goes: 1 
promise to never ever buy a bike without it being "set 
up" by a competent mechanic before | ever ride it. 

"Set Up" has a wide variety of meanings. It can 
mean taken out of the box and put together. This has 
always been my interpretation of the term. But when 


| bought this new bike from Michael Lafferty, | learned 
another meaning of the term “set up.” Put together 
correctly, to achieve maximum performance; profes- 
sionally assembled and not just botched together by 
a mindless hack. 

Through trial and error | can take a new motorcycle 
out of the box and put it together. | have always 
ordered them from that purveyor of loose morals up 
in Wisconsin and put them together myself. | knew no 
difference. 

This new bike is so bad! It has 
every Enduro Engineering goodie. 
And they were installed and installed 
properly! It would take me 5 years to 
get a bike this detailed, and by then, 
it's time to start over. (Editor's note: 
2. To Charlie, “start over" means worn 

* out, abused, all bolt heads rounded 
off and half the critical parts missing 
Y^. after sitting in cardboard boxes for 
the last 18 months). 

Every detail was worked out on 
this new bike, even the suspension 
was sprung and damped to my lik- 
ing. | have not even touched a click- 
er yet. Carburation is perfect, the 
Re crispiest I’ve ever ridden. It sounds 

1 like Steve Hatch coming through the 
woods. 

Bad to the bone, faster than hell, 
plush as my couch and fast. Fast! 
From bottom to top this baby rips. 
Anywhere in the rpm range, if you 
grab a big handful you will be eating 
up some territory. The woods are 
taken with smaller bites of throttle 
and the low end to mid range is 
seamless, smooth, and strong. The 
throttle is so connected to the power, so instanta- 
neous, twistresult, that close. 

The rear end is most impressive on slick climbs, it 
really gets the power to the ground, and combined 
with the powerful motor this should make a good 
hillin' steed. 

The forks are the best I’ve ever compressed, and | 
really like the way this bike handles. 

lm sure a stock 250 KTM is a wonderful machine, 
but to have one totally buffed and massaged is a 
dream come true. Did | tell you this bike won the AMA 
National Enduro Championship last year? 

| recommend to anyone shopping for a new bike to 
track down Michael Lafferty and ask him about used 
bikes. They are not always available and are quickly 
bought up so timing and luck are important. | was 
very lucky, | got a great bike at a good price and 
learned a new meaning to the word "set up." | am for- 
ever spoiled and forever an Enduro Engineering cus- 
tomer, whether Alan likes me or not. # 











he more | think 
about it, the more 
I’m convinced that winter сап be 
the best riding time all year long. Case 
in point: Yesterday morning we awoke here 
in South Jersey to four inches of fresh dry power 
and brisk temperatures hovering around the 20 
degree mark. | was well prepared for the conditions, 
a KTM 250 residing in the garage shod with a set of 
Trelleborg Friction Spike tires and the wherewithal to 
use them. A handful of friends were due to arrive at 
the trail head at a leisurely 10 a.m. that morning, all 
would be bringing bikes set up for winter traction 
using ice screws, car studs or Friction Spikes like our 
KTM. Bikes were coaxed to life and we collectively 
shook off the first shivers of the brisk morning and 
headed out. Some forty miles later, as a filtering sun 
sank low to the south west, our group returned hav- 
ing experienced an incomparable day full of roosting, 
sliding and shredding the quiet white landscape that 
we pretty much had to ourselves. Big smiles all 
around. 

Ра recently read some on-line comments by some 
well known ECEA competitors who said, in effect, 
when the temperature drops below 40F, they don’t go 
riding. To this | say bunk! Winter riding need not be 
viewed as a cold excursion into an abyss of frozen 
tundra. Fact is, with a little preparation and fore- 
thought, it offers idyllic experiences not seen in 
warmer times. Preparations fall into two basic cate- 
gories, those for the body and those for the bike. 

Regarding body preparations, it’s all fairly routine, 
essentially dressing to keep yourself as warm and dry 
as possible. Truth is, most riders have the tendency to 
over dress, leading to heavier perspiration and wet 
under layers. The trick is to wear just the right amount 
of layers, with the bottom layer being some sort of 
wicking material like polypropylene. On the 20 degree 
day mentioned above, | simply wore a set of 
polypropylene long underwear beneath my normal 
riding gear (pants, jersey and jacket) and remained 
toasty all day long. 

Another factor affecting your dress is the type of 
riding you'll be undertaking. Strenuous, low speed 
trail riding will keep you warm even in the coldest of 
temperatures, while the wind chills associated with 
high-speed dual sport type outings will cut through all 
but the best winter clothing. Dress accordingly. Three 
things to take special care of are hands, feet and flu- 
ids. Be sure to wear warm socks and do what you can 
to keep your feet dry, like avoiding splashing through 
standing water unnecessarily. Wear some sort of cold 
weather gloves, too. Ski gloves will work in a pinch, 
or you could opt for a set of real cold weather riding 
gloves, which are considerably less bulky. We’ve been 
wearing a pair of MSR Cold Pro riding gloves and 
found them to be plenty warm and durable, without 
too much of a bulky feeling. 

Regarding hydration, be advised that sweating in 
cold weather is just as dehydrating as sweating in the 
summer and the same steps to combat it (read: reg- 
ular fluid replacement) should be followed. Don’t plan 
on eating snow, yellow or otherwise. 

Bike preparations are not quite as straight forward. 
Sure, some sort of winter tire treatments will be 





TrailRider Toolbox 
by Mark Uth 


required, and quite frankly, we've ridden on every- 
thing from hardware store sheet metal screws to full- 
on ice racing rally spikes (and everything in- 
between). Any of these options will provide sufficient 
traction for a fun day in the saddle, although there’s 
no getting around the fact that you get what you pay 
for. Screws are inexpensive, 
but they will pull out if you’re 
lax with the throttle, especially 
over trail obstacles like logs 
and rocks. Studded- tires 
(those with carbide-tipped car 
studs) are excellent for clear 
ice and near impossible to 
pullout. However, they don't 
bite as deep as a true rally 
spike and as such give up trac- 
tion in deeper, looser snow. Of 
course, real rally spikes, like 
those sold by Trelleborg, Moto 
Race, Ten Graphix (winter- 
studs.com), et. al., provide , 
incomparable traction in just 
about anything old man winter 
can throw out there. Every 
rider should try out a set of W 
these tires at least once. 

Another bike preparation 
requirement revolves around 
tricks to keep the motor run- №4 
ning properly despite arctic |; 
temperatures. Naturally, colder Ж” 
temperatures will likely neces- 
sitate a richening of carburetor SS 
jetting, especially if the bike № 
was jetted on the edge for * 
more standard conditions. 
Perhaps not so obvious 
though, steps must also be 
taken to ensure that your -= 
motor maintains a proper 
operating temperature. Hardly 
a motor update bulletin gets 
published these days without 
its manufacturer claiming that 
they've increased coolant sys- 
tem volume and/or efficiency. 
For the majority of riders, radi- 
ator boil-over in abusive, hot 
summer conditions is a major B 
concern. However, this same 
fix could spell trouble when 
riding in really cold weather. 
Problem is, deep snow has the 
tendency to get roosted all 
over the engine and radiators, 
packing around the motor and 
cooling it down. When your 
engine is too cool, it sounds 
and feels like it's too rich and ready to foul a plug, 
which will likely be the end result. On top of that, run- 
ning a cold motor hard is not too good for top end 
longevity. Steps must be taken to keep the motor 
from shedding too much heat. 

The easiest way to do this it to insert radiator block- 








Top to bottom: The road-pop way to block 
your radiators. Spiked tires plenty of ice 
equals heavy wheels! The home-brew version 
on the right, КТМ” factory wind guard to the 
left--now you know what it is! 


Winter Wherewithal 


off panels in front of the radiator, between the air lou- 
vers and the radiator itself. This prevents air from 
flowing through the radiator, substantially decreasing 
heat transfer. If you own a KTM or other bike that 
uses a thermostat in the coolant system, you might 
assume that, like your car, the thermostat should 
keep the temperature up. 
While this might not apply to 
all bikes, on KTMs the radia- 
tors are plumbed in parallel, 
meaning that you'd need a 
thermostat on each side to 
completely regulate engine 
coolant temperature. 

Instead of this, KTM actual- 
ly supplies a plastic radiator 
block-off panel for the left 
side radiator, which is sans 
thermostat. Homemade radi- 
ator block-off panels can be 
easily fabricated from just 
about any thin, heat resistant 
material. Cardboard is the 
most popular X option, 
although | once fabricated 
some on the trail using mate- 
Ч rials on-hand, namely a cou- 
Я ple of empty aluminum bev- 
j erage containers that | cut up 
ЖЕН and flattened out. Some trial 

"^ and error is needed when rid- 
ing with radiator block-off 
panels installed, as care must 
be exercised not to choke off 
too much airflow. Start with 
blocking of one side, and 
block the other side only if 
this proves insufficient. Be 
advised that block-off panels 
don't have to cover the entire 
radiator—modulate tempera- 
ture by experimenting with 
different size areas covered.. 

Another important motor 
related trick is to switch to 
the next hotter spark plug 
heat range. This will combat 
plug fouling should the tem- 
perature be running margin- 
ally low. Just remember to go 
back to your original plug 
when the weather warms! 

A final tip regarding winter- 
time operations is when 
you're out there in a cold 
winter landscape, set your 
sights accordingly. Riding in 
colder temperatures, fighting 
against slippery conditions, 
bundled up like, yes, the Sta-Puft marshmallow man, 
is considerably more strenuous than normal riding. 
Best to take it easy and enjoy the scenery. And for 
those guys who stay at home when the temperature 
drops below 40, boys, you don't know what you're 
missing. % 
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ust last month we ran our story on the Yamaha 

YZ250F, the new four-stroke motocrosser from 
Yamaha. There's no doubt we declared it an amazing 
new motocross bike, but at the same time we were 
hemming and hawing when it came to converting the 
YZ to an enduro bike. Our feeling was that a real trail 
rider or enduro person should maybe wait for the 
WR250F to come out, risking that the WR would be 
a pale shadow of what the YZ is. We suggested that 
racers just go for it, and make the YZ the killer full- 
race hare scrambles machine that it could be, but 
more casual riders may want to wait for Yamaha's 
own enduro version of the bike. 

Well, for us at least, the waiting was over on the 
15th of January, when all the major off-road maga- 
zine folks in the country gathered at Randy Hawkins' 
house in Travelers Rest, South Carolina, for the 
unveiling and REAL eastern trail test of the WR250F. 
You want to know what it's like right away? Okay, 
here it is: 

It's great! 


You want details? Okay. What Yamaha did was Йй 


treat the YZ250F much the same as they treated the 
YZ426F. They hung an external-rotor lighting coil 


ignition on the end of the crank, giving the YZ more В E s 
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flywheel effect (which it needed, for off-road) and 60 
watts of 12 volt for the headlight and taillight (the YZ 
ignition will fit on the WR, the WR ignition will fit on 


« the YZ). They put on a stainless steel silencer with 
“4 Spark arrestor, and a 12 liter fuel tank (the same size 
, as the WR426F). 


To make the engine a little less explosive, they 
retarded the cam timing one tooth on the cam sprock- 
et (a move that is easily reversible if you’re so 
inclined). They also put in a wide-ratio transmis- 
sion—first gear is lower, second is the same, third is 
slightly lower, fourth is slightly higher, and fifth gear 
is higher. The final gearing was dropped from 13/48 
on the YZ to 13/52 on the WR, and a steel rear 
sprocket and o-ring chain live on the WR. The WR 
also has a steel subframe, rather than the YZ’s alu- 
minum subframe. 

The WR has a pair of slightly larger radiators, to 
cool the engine better in tight woods. It has a side- 
stand (Yay!) and an 18-inch rear wheel. It also has 


А one of the ubiquitous Nippon Denso mechanical 


odometers mounted on the top triple clamp. There is 
an additional aluminum engine guard on the left front- 


If the picture makes you dizzy, you know it’s a Joe 


Bonnello photo. The WR250 in action in South Carolina. 
сааб i 








I fun? T yourp ates. t TT-R250 and 225, to the mighty mini 
to Motocross Action magazine's “Playbikes of the Year,” the 125L and 125, there's a performance-packed machine for every family member. 
All, featuring YZ styling, torquey four-stroke engines and long-travel suspension. The TT-Rs. Power to the people. 


0 i; 


Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long trousers, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. 
For further information regarding the MSF rider course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©2000 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. Cypress, CA 90630. 


For the Yamaha motorcycle dealer nearest you call: 1-800-88-YAMAHA. Visit our website at: www.yamaha-motor.com. 








YAMAHA WR250F 


Engine Type: 
Displacement: 
Bore/Stroke: 
Transmission: 
Gearing: 
Chain: 

Tank Capacity: 
Carburetion: 


Ignition: 
Forks: 


Suspension Travel: 
Front Brake: 
Front Tire: 

Rear Suspension: 
Suspension Travel: 
Rear Brake: 

Rear Tire: 

Seat Height: 
Wheelbase: 
Ground Clearance: 
Claimed Wet Weight: 


Suggested Retail Price: 


Liquid-cooled 4-stroke 
249сс 

77 X 55.6mm 
Five-speed WR 

13/52 

O-ring, steel sprockets 
12 liters (3.2 gal.) 
Keihin 37mm FCR 

CDI 

Kayaba inverted 

11.8 in. 

Nissin hydraulic 
Dunlop 759 60/100Х21 
Kayaba, hi/lo comp, reb. 
12.4 in. 

Nissin hydraulic 
Dunlop 759 1ООЛООХ!& 
39.3 in. 

56.1 in. 

14.9 in. 

242.5 lbs. 

$5699 











side of the engine, and the fork and shock have been 
re-valved to better accommodate the demands of off- 
road riding. 

Unless we left something out, the rest of the details 
are all exactly the same as the YZ, including: 

* Five titanium valves; two for intake and three for 
exhaust, with a tiny little "C" type spark plug taking up 
the only remaining cylinder head space. 

* Very short stroke crank and lightweight forged pis- 
ton (77mm bore/53.6mm stroke) capable of 13,500 
rpm rev limit. 

* Ceramic composite plated aluminum cylinder, to 
reduce weight and promote even cooling. 

• Special low-friction crank assembly that removes 
all side load from the crank bearings and allows the 





Yamaha makes a whole list of trick parts for the YZ 
and WR, including carbon fiber guards, magnesium 
hubs, titanium subframe and much more. The WR 
engine is basically the same as the YZ. 


engine to rev easier and faster. 

* A single gear-driven harmonic balancer in the 
engine to reduce vibration. 

* Ultra-lightweight internal engine parts, including a 
shift cam drum that looks like a spiderweb it has so 
many holes, and hollow camshafts. 

• Same Кейт FCR37 carb as the YZ, with the addi- 
tion of an anti-backfire valve on the left side of the 
carb. 

• Same low weight as YZ, plus additional weight of 
WR parts. Yamaha claims 216 pounds dry for the YZ, 
we'd estimate the WR is 226-228 dry. Yamaha claims 
242.5 pounds wet in their WR250F service manual. 

Riding It 
So here’s what it works like. The problem with off- 
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- CNC machined from billet aluminum 

- Easy data entry and edit 

- Program verification...enter a mileage, 
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- Countdown to race stars when you 
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roading the YZ is that it’s fairly easy to stall because of 
the ultra-light internal flywheel ignition, as well as a 
tall first gear and overall high gearing. We were wor- 
ried that the WR would have too much weight on an 
external rotor ignition, but Yamaha did their home- 
work. It’s just enough flywheel weight to keep things 
spinning without slowing everything down. Also, the 
WR transmission ratios are perfectly suited to off- 
road riding. 

The point that’s going to shake up the most casual 
riders is the WR’s powerband. We said last month that 
the YZ250F was peaky, for lack of a better word. The 
YZ has very little low-end power, the only thing that 
saves it from feeling exactly like a 125cc two-stroke 
motocrosser is the inherent traction you get from the 
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Randy Hawkins uncorks it. He says he’s going to 
build a WR250 to contest the tighter enduros, and 
use the 426 in the more open events. 


slowed-down power pulses of a four-stroke engine 
(power output on every other revolution of the crank, 
rather than every revolution as in a two-stroke). We 
spent a day trail riding the YZ and declared that it was 
fun for an expert rider, but a novice would definitely 
get tired of it—the YZ demands too much attention to 
gear selection and throttle control. 

The WR, on the other hand, is much easier to ride, 
but don’t be looking for gobs of low-end torque right 
off the bottom. Everything in the running gear that has 
been changed on the WR was done so to make the 
bike easier to ride—the gearing, transmission ratios, 
flywheel weight, all of it—but the best response can 
still be found in the midrange. And, the WR is still 
capable of wringing out to 13,000 rpm and beyond. 
What it all means is that you’re going to have to ride 
this bike like a two-stroke. Don’t be trying to lug it out 
of a tight corner or torque it up a hill with no run. It’s 
not going to be happy in either situation. 








WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM 


We had the pleasure of taking this WR250F introductory ride 
at Randy Hawkins’ ranch in South Carolina. Tucked away in the | 
northwest corner of the state, down south enough that we did- 
n't have to be concerned about snow and ice on the ground, 
Randy's got the perfect venue for a group of rabid trail riders. 

We arrived to find a small grass track ribboned off in the main 
pasture, probably a little more than a mile of rolling grass broken 
up by enduro-tight turns around trees here and there. № was a 
great place to test the high speed response of the bike, and 
things like shifting under power and staying connected to the 
ground. The only unnerving part about it was, in the morning, 
sharing it with long-horn steers, a half-dozen plains bison, and a curious llama. After а few laps they reluc- 
tantly but wisely retreated to a far unused corner of the field and waited for us to leave. They all seemed 
fairly used to running motorcycles though, which isn’t much of a surprise. 

Randy also has a Supercross track carved onto his property, ae well ae a smooth TT-etyle motocross 
track that we soon found and tried our best to turn the pipes (and brake discs) blue. The TT track battles 
were epic, aided by the TR publisher's insistence that the last person in the pack was free to cut corners 
to keep the racing interesting. And that way, he wasn't last all the time. 

The best part, though, was the trails. A patch of woods across the street supplied a warm-up loop, but 
the best trails were a short drive away. There we found tight up and down woods trails in dense trees, sim- 
ilar to the more rock-free parts of the Pennsylvania hills. Great trails to test out an enduro bike, and just 
what you'd expect from a National Enduro champion with a need to stay in shape. There'e a segment of the 
video Time To Ride that takes place in Randy-Land, and it’s just ae it looks in real life. 











You don’t have to apply the wheel-spinning revs of 
the YZ to get it all done, but you ARE going to have to 
buzz this bike. You ride it in the midrange and the WR 
responds beautifully. It'll jump out of a hole like a 
gazelle and buzz down the trail just as quickly; if you 
want a wheelie you just yank the throttle and the front 
end comes up. But snuff the bike down to zero revs 
and try to crank it out of a tight spot in second gear 
and you’re going to stall out. Just like most two- 
strokes. 

A few years back we would have definitely called this 





an “expert’s” powerband. Any more, this is just the 
way all four-strokes are going. Husaberg started it, 
with their “no low end” Open class bikes, and KTM fol- 
lowed suit with the latest Racing Four Strokes 
(although the lack of bottom end power is exaggerat- 
ed in each case—these bikes have just enough low- 
end, without an excess, but they don’t match the age- 
old neck snapping bottom end torque of a classic 
four-stroke). To us, with 20 years of riding experience 
and “A” class cards, the WR has all the low-end power 


(Continued on page 42) 
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“How do they work? In a word, great! Conditions at the time 
were 15 to 20 degrees, four to six inches of snow, and frozen 
puddles everywhere. The Cheng Shins were sure-footed and confi- 
dence inspiring everywhere on the course. We’ve ridden Friction 
Spikes quite a bit, and could seriously tell no difference between 
them and the cheaper tires.... Overall, what did we think? These 
tires are winners! Now you can get a new set of studs at a bud- 
get price, and know that the quality is right up there with the 


high-priced spread.” -Bossman, Trail Rider Magazine, June 1995. 
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- Desert Trails 








by Phil Walker 





$" days, 1500 miles, two bikes, two backpacks, 
six tires, five flats (in one day), one cow incident, 
87 animals, one tent, 14 gallons of 
water, two grumpy cops, one 
Grand Canyon, one Slickrock trail, 
six trips up Lions Back, one adven- 
ture. 

Chris and | had planned this trip 
for a while. The trip actually start- 
ed out as an attempt to race the 
Millennium 2000 rally in Nevada. 
After we discussed that for a while, 
we began to be a bit more realistic. 
The Millennium race required sta- 
mina, endurance, and most impor- 
tantly, money. We could have more 
fun and spend more time together 
if we planned an adventure. After a 
bit of discussion, the plan started 
out very simple; leave from my 
house (Salt Lake City) and hit the 
North Rim of the Grand Canyon 
and Moab. After some careful 
scrutiny of my topo map, we found 
that we could make much of the trip on trail and dirt 
road. 

We planned the trip for months. He ended up buy- 
ing a 2000 Suzuki 400 DRS, and | was able to borrow 
a 2000 Husaberg FE400 from the Husaberg importer. 
The Suzuki, of course, was ready to be ridden for 
some distance. Chris made a few minor modifications 
to make it more trip ready. He added Acerbis hand 
protectors, took off the mirrors and turn signals, 
changed the tires, and replaced the cumbersome rear 
light cluster with a more compact unit | had in my 
garage from UFO (this dramatically changed the looks 
for the better). 

The FE Husabergs actually come in Euro enduro 
form. This means the wiring harness has brake lights 
and a horn built in. With a bit of rewiring and added 
parts, the ‘Berg became almost a full fledged DS bike. 

This took care of the transportation portion of the 
trip, but since we would be carrying all of our neces- 
sities in our backpacks, weight and packability were a 
serious concern. We laid out all of the things we want- 
ed to bring on the floor of my house, and began 
pulling stuff out until we had just the bare necessities. 
The short list of these items included water, critical 
spare parts, tools, sleeping bag, Thermarest pad (a 
necessity if you want a good nights sleep), an extra 
pair of socks, long sleeve polypropylene shirt, con- 
vertible lightweight expedition pants (the legs zip off), 
enduro jacket, GPS, First Aid, 4x4 piece of plastic, 
Tevas, multiple maps, bio soap, wash cloth, toiletries 
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and a tent. Of course we included all of the gear we 
would be riding in, but these items did not have to be 






>» 


One of our destinations was the Grand Canyon, and it does not disappoint. Few people know that there are 
plenty of riding opportunities available on the north rim of the Canyon. 


ELA 4 
Home sweet camp, іп slickrock country. 


packed. We figured we would bathe in streams, and 
clean our clothes. Our plan was to be as minimalist as 
possible, considering we would have to lug this on our 
backs for a long time. Our packs still turned out to be 
very heavy, especially considering the tools and spare 
parts. 

One other item we figured would be critical to the 
enjoyment of the ride was a communications system. 
We wanted to be able to talk while we rode, so we 
could discuss turns, hazards (rocks, animals, cops), 
safety, if we got separated, and just to keep telling 
each other what a great time we were having. This 





turned out to be a great idea. We ended up using the 
top of the line Chatterbox system (Chatterbox 
FRS/Propac). We put the speakers 
right into the foam of our helmets 
underneath the liner, and the com- 
BE munications box mounted directly 
АЁ to the side of the helmets. This sys- 
tem worked flawlessly throughout 
the trip even though it took quite a 
bit of abuse. 

We had no idea how long it would 
take to complete the trip. The route 
and timeline were intentionally left 
very wide open to accommodate 
4 any changes along the way. We 
really only had two goals, make it 
to the north rim of the Grand 
Canyon, and go to Moab. 

The trip was scheduled in the 
middle of summer for a number of 
reasons; not the least of which was 
trying to keep the nights as warm 
as possible to preclude us from 
bringing extra clothes and supplies. 
We were willing to take the extra heat during the day, 
for relatively good nightly conditions. Unfortunately, 
two weeks prior to us leaving, a heat wave struck the 
west, which consistently put the temperatures at Salt 
Lake City into the high 90's and well over 100 in 
southern Utah and Arizona. Ouch! We intentionally 
made a point to consume as much water as possible 
whenever we stopped for fuel or food. Between the 
two of us we probably drank 5 to 6 gallons of water 
per day. 

My wife played the role of chase vehicle. Well, she 
really did not do any chasing. Considering we were 
going to be only about one day's drive in any direction 
(no more than about 500 miles), we figured if any- 
thing catastrophic happened, she could come rescue 
us pretty quickly. The trailer and rescue supplies were 
stationed in the garage ready for action at a moments 
notice. Fortunately, we never had to call in the Calvary. 
Our machines and bodies performed almost flawless- 
ly for the duration of the trip. 

Day 1 - Bountiful Utah, Saturday July 29, 2000, 

40.12? М 111.30? W. 

After getting all of our supplies packed up and ready 
to go, we drove down to Denny's (one can not deny 
the power of a good Denny's breakfast) to have break- 
fast and one last meal with my wife. After indulging 
ourselves in the greasy food and coffee, we went back 
home, changed out of our clothes riddled with bearing 
grease, engine oil and Denny's grease, loaded up the 
backpacks, and headed south. 


To celebrate the event (or perhaps because she did- 
n't really believe we were leaving to start the ride but 
to catch the bus to Vegas down at the street corner), 
Suzanne gave us a vehicular escort for about ten 
miles. That moment culminated with her almost run- 
ning into the two of us on the 
highway as she was trying to 
take a picture. 

The first 70 miles we rode on 
the highway, just to get south of 
Salt Lake City as quickly as we 
could. It is rather congested 
around here, and nicer to just get 
away fast. On the way south of 
the city, a ridge line goes east 
and west. Currently it has houses 
all over the face of the ridge and 
bottom. | do not know what the Ё 
neighborhood is called now, but 
20 years ago the hill climb used 
to be called the “Widowmaker,” 
made famous in “On Any 
Sunday.” They stopped the hill Ё 
climb because of environmental # 
concerns. Now houses and . 
roads are built all around. A vote № - 
for Gore, anyone? 29 

We left 1-15 at Santaquin and 
went to fuel up before we hit the 
dirt. At the gas station we discovered that the electri- 
cal system on the ‘Berg was dead. Evidently the coil 
was fried. | had no lights, brakes, horn, etc. With so 
much planning and effort that had gone into the trip, 
we decided to take the risk and just keep riding. We 
had put 80/100-watt bulbs in the bikes to help us trav- 
el the dirt roads at night. As long as the Suzuki stayed 
alive, we would have more than enough light to avoid 


XR600 trail whale turns into a 
Woods Weapon overnight! 


Aloop's 4SMX seat/tank kit is 3" narrower than 
stock, even slimmer than a YZ400! The CR 
shrouds direct more cooling air to the engine, and 
you won't believe the difference in handling. Lose 
that old Humpback Whale, get an Aloop Kit! 
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A trip up Шоп Back in Moab is a must. This is just the beginning of the climb. 


any big objects. 

It was nice to hit the dirt roads and begin to climb 
up the mountains. The temperature in the valley was 
in the high 90's and was steadily dropping as we 
climbed the dirt roads up over the mountain pass 





through the Uinta National Forest. 

We saw many small mountain lakes and streams. 
There were also animals everywhere. At one point, 
Chris was about 50 yards in front of me, and had 
passed around a bend in the trail. On the Chatterbox 
he said something about cows (he had been pointing 
out the animals, cows included, to me all day). When 
| came around the bend | saw a pasture full of cows, 


but none near the road. | pulled in the clutch and 
began to coast through the group at about 40 mph 
when one of the cows closest to the road got spooked 
and ran right at me. | hit the brakes at put the 'Berg 
into a slide, bracing myself for the impact. Right as 
the cow got to the road it turned 
down the road. It was almost like it 
knew we were going to collide and 
tried to avoid me. Well, it was too 
little too late. | slid into the cow 
broadside, and basically bounced 
off. What was amazing was that | 
stayed upright and kept going. 
Chris said through the intercom it 
sounded like this: "Yeah, lots of 
cows.....one’s charging....gonna hit 
it...sh**....still up....bounced off of 
it!” | had nothing to show for it 
except a little hair on the hand 
guard. | don’t even think the cow 
knew that we collided. 

We cruised the fire roads and 
trails all day, with lots to see anda 
huge variety of terrain. At one 
point in the ride we found a high 
mountain section of fire road that 
was straight for at least a mile. We 
opened up the throttles on the 
400's and found them to be very 
capable at speeds in excess of 80 mph. 

That evening we rolled into Salina, Utah, sweaty and 
dirty. We ate sandwiches at the local Subway, and 
headed out to find a place to camp near the beginning 
of the Piute ATV trail. We found part of a cow pasture 
near the base of a huge red rock hill. We unpacked our 
sleeping bags and laid them out under the stars. We 
planned to check the bikes for wear and tear in the 
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morning. 

Day 1 camp: 14 miles SW of Salina, 38°52.19 N 
111°52.23 W, 227 miles. 

Sleeping under the stars in the west is like nothing 
you have ever experienced. Without much of a moon, 
you can see into the history of the universe. One can 
easily see all of the visible planets, the Milky Way, 
more stars than you could count in a lifetime, and 
satellites streaming across the sky. It is quite a hum- 
bling experience. 

Day Two: Finding our Way 

We woke up with the sun and surveyed the bikes. 
The 'Berg was blowing a bit of oil from the valve cov- 
ers, but nothing to be concerned about. The Suzuki 
was working well, but it had a huge flat spot off of idle, 
especially at the higher altitudes. Being the able-mind- 
ed, mechanically proficient riders we are, we took off 
the tank and took the CV carb apart to see if we could 
adjust the clip. Well, the clip is actually held in with a 
little snap-in cover and tiny pen-sized spring. Trying to 
free the clip, | launched these parts across the desert 
floor. Chris's brand new bike, and | just lost a critical 
part that makes this beast run! It took us 15 minutes 
to find the parts, but we were able to play with the 
spacers and adjust the clip. Chris now wanted to take 
over during the reassembly. He wasn't convinced on 
my carburetor destroying abilities. He snapped the 
pieces all back together and gave the needle a wiggle 
to check everything was assembled correctly and 
SNAP, the needle, spacers, and needle spring all flew 
once again across the desert floor. Secretly | was 
happy it happened to him and not me. | was not open- 
ly happy until we found the stupid little spring, 20 
minutes later! It is a good thing we found the spring, 
because Plan B involved desert twigs and JB Weld. 
Moral of the story: by trying to make the bike run bet- 
ter, we almost cut the trip short. 





The Fremont Trail was like riding through someone's garden. 


We packed up our camp and headed out on the 
Piute ATV trail. The riding was amazing. We went from 
the desert floor into this green, lush, Garden of Eden 
riding trail that lasted for about 20 miles. The dirt was 
soft and tacky with medium sized stream crossings 
every half mile. 

We ended up in Koosharem, UT, and tried to find 








some gas. This town had maybe 200 people and one 
gas station. It was Sunday and it was closed. We 
stopped at the gas station, drank some well water, and 
got out the map to try and find some gas. The station 
owner drove by and opened the pumps for us to use. 
He told us that the trail we were going to go ride was 
closed because the mountain was on fire (as much of 
the west was this summer), so we needed to find an 
alternative. 

We stopped at a tiny restaurant near Otter Creek 
Reservoir to eat some lunch. Inside we ran into some 
locals, some anglers, and a guy who used to work in 
the engineering department at Yamaha R&D. He told 
us about a great trail to the west, the Fremont Trail. 

From his advice, we were sold. We headed out to 
the trail and tried to follow his directions. We rode for 
about 35 miles and got severely disoriented. We knew 
we were low on fuel, and we were basically lost on the 
desert floor. We opened the map and fired up the GPS. 
We soon found out that we had done a huge loop and 
we were about 3 miles from the town where we start- 
ed. We went back into town and got some gas and 
Twinkies. 

In all of the towns along the Piute ATV trail, you are 
allowed to ride motorcycles and ATV's in town as long 
as the speeds are kept below 10 mph, and a helmet is 
worn. Most of the small towns we rode through along 
this trail had bikes and ATV's riding all over the place, 
between burger joints and gas stations. 

The second time on the trail we found where we had 
made our mistake. We kept going south and found the 
most beautiful 'ATV only' trail called Castro Canyon. 
The trail was all red rock with a winding dried-up river 
bed and huge red spires. Riding through this canyon, 
we were truly in awe of the scenery. | almost went off 
the trail more than once because | was too distracted 
by the formations and carvings from the river. It was 
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evening before we exited the canyon. 

Getting back on the road near Bryce Canyon, 
we got our first direct taste of The Man. He 
accused us of being some motorcyclists that had 
been harassing motorists in the area. | pictured 
the scene from Mad Max where the local guy 
gets dragged through town with his ankle tied to ; 
the back of a KZ1000. Now that is harassing the 
locals! We convinced him of our innocence while 
trying not to reveal that my bike had no lighting. 
He eventually left us alone. 

We found a restaurant for dinner and headed Ж 
down into the Kodachrome basin after dark. We 
pulled off into the back side of a big sand dune 
to make camp for the night. Not knowing if we 
were on state land or BLM (Bureau of Land 
Management) land, we hiked back to the dirt road and 
covered our tracks leading off-road using sticks and 
tumbleweeds. Coyotes howled as we went to sleep 
and when we awoke the next morning. 

Day 2 camp: Kodachrome Basin, 37°42.44 N 
112°16.00 W, 195 miles. 

Day Three: Hell Day 

We left camp and went down Cottonwood Canyon 
Road (dirt road) down to Highway 89. We thought we 
could find some gas somewhere so we could just find 
a trail south to Jacob's Lake, AZ. After talking to some 
hippies in a commune near Adairville, UT, we found 
that the closest gas station was 25 miles to the east at 
Page, AZ. 

We got on Highway 89 and went to Page. While eat- 
ing breakfast at Denny’s (again) we found out that 
Page had a Honda dealership (Page Honda-surprise). 
We were getting to the point where we needed new 
rubber on the bikes, and we figured it was now or 
never. 

The Honda shop had two tires that we could use 
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We slimmed our packs down to the minimum, but they were still there! 


(King tire and a Volcanduro). Not the best DS tires, but 
we were on the carcasses by now, and a Street tire 
would have probably have been better than a flat in 50 
miles. 

The parts guy told us they would change the tires for 
us for about $20 each if we would get them off of the 
bikes. Being an enduro guy and proud of my ability to 
change tires, | declined the offer and just asked if we 
could use the shop air. This was a big mistake. 

They did not have any shade where we could change 
the tires. The outside temp was about 105, and the 
sun was high in the sky. The asphalt was very hot. 
Needless to say, the hot tires came off the rims like 
butter. After we put the new tire on the ‘Berg, we found 
that | had pinched the tube. No problem, we had a 
patch. We took out the tube and patched it. We put it 
back the tire and it would not hold air. Drat, | must 
have pinched it again. It was getting very hot, and | 
was a bit tense considering | had not pinched a tube 
in a very long time. Well, to solve the problem | went 
in to the shop and bought a new tube. $15. 

| put that tube in the tire and it seemed to hold air. 


We put it on the bike and rolled up the Suzuki for 
its new meat. We got the tire off the Suzuki, and | 
put on the new tire with no problems; pinch free. 

| went to go look at the ‘Berg and | discovered 
the tire had a slow leak. Tension building, | went 
to find some shade for a few minutes. 

Knowing what we had to do, a few minutes later 
M we pulled the tire back off the ‘Berg and removed 

the tube. We patched the tube and put it back in 
the tire. Damn, another leak. | had pinched it 
again! 

By this time | was so hot | resorted to Plan B, 
Fix-A-Flat. We left the shop and went to get some 
cold drinks and Fix-A-Flat. | hoped it would work, 
but figured that it would not. | just did not want to 
deal with the tire again. The odds were low, but | 
was in a gambling mood, and not in another pinching 
mood. 

An hour or so later we left town with a rear tire full 
of Fix-A-Flat. About 7 miles outside of town | had a flat 
again. Fix-A-Flat goo was all over everything: tire, 
wheel, fenders, chain, and brakes. What a mess! We 
limped about 5 miles back to the last gas station. 
Being tired and desperate, | sent Chris to go and get a 
new tube from the dealership. $15. 

We put the 'Berg on the concrete hump next to the 
gas pump and pulled the rear wheel. | was ever so 
careful changing the tube that last time, but the pinch 
god wanted to prove to me that | sucked at changing 
tires. All was going great until the last bite to get the 
tire over the rim. | pinched a hole so large that | could 
have tossed a quarter directly into the inside of the 
tube. AHHHHH! In my frustration, Chris got to see a 
rare display of Phil losing his cool. The tube arched 
gracefully as if flown across the gas station parking lot 
and landed on the USA Today newspaper machine, 


(Continued on page 34) 
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By Mark Uth 


he KTM 250 fits me like old denim, the real 

McCoy, not that store bought, stone washed stuff. 
Slip into the saddle, give the kick starter a pump, 
whack the throttle, hear and feel that familiar growl. 
No matter how long it’s been or how many different 
bikes I’ve ridden inbetween, when | come back to the 
250ЕХС, its like | just rode it yesterday. 

Not to say that this year’s EXC is the same perenni- 
al enduro shootout champion as always. No, the 2001 
KTM 250 is a changed bike, considerably different 
from the stodgy old scoots that have carried us 
through thick and thin over the years. Perhaps at least 
partly responsible, KTM’s investment in racing 
venues other than the National Enduro Championship 
(like GNCC and SX) has yielded a slightly different 
developmental bent. Consequently, even new KTM 
enduro bikes are considerably closer in performance 
and feel to the mainstream 250 MX offerings from 
Japan’s big four manufacturers. And you know, this is 
a good thing. 

From the saddle, what’s most impressionable about 
the new 250EXC is its snappier, midrange-biased 
power delivery. Whack the throttle and this puppy 
gets up and goes! Motor performance is not all that 
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Man’s best friend 


different from last year’s millennium model, however 
modifications to the cylinder and intake have 
increased boost. On the intake side, KTM shrunk the 
plastic insert that fits inside the reed cage, essentially 
choking off the size of the intake plenum by maybe 
25%. This serves to increase the velocity of the 
incoming fuel-air mixture, resulting in crisper throttle 
response. Make no mistake though, we’re not saying 
that the '01 250EXC is softer off the bottom than past 
KTMs. Oh no, this thing is a tractor when you want it 
to be. Its just that when 


might have to re-adjust accordingly. 

Since a bunch of our testing occurred during a win- 
tertime riding regimen that included friction spikes 
and repeated romps through deep snow, we discov- 
ered that this motor's cooling system is so efficient 
that under these conditions it had trouble maintaining 
a proper operating temperature. This revealed itself 
via a series of cold-fouled spark plugs, before we fig- 
ured it out. To КТМ” credit, in addition to the spare 
jets and tool kit, new KTMs are also supplied with a 


you want to rage, you've MEN теа тан ты ач 


got a motor that can 
quickly transition to an 8 
MX-type feel. It's great 
al around power, 
whether you're plunking 
through the woods or | 
opening her up in a field. 
As you'd expect, stock | 
jetting is fat, how much | 
so is dependent upon i 
where you're riding. Here № 
locally, under winter time 
riding conditions (sea 
level, temperatures 20- 
60 F) jetting was rich in 


the midrange, manifesting 
itself with a fat, boggy feel- 
ing off the bottom. The fix 
was simply to raise the 
needle clip a notch, which 
leaned things out just per- 
fect. The result is great off- 
throttle performance with 
no pinging even when rid- 
ing under extreme condi- 
tions. We spoke with KTM 
factory wrench Tom Moen, 
and in his experience jet- 
ting needed to be leaned 
further for western condi- 
tions of warmer tempera- 
tures and higher altitudes. 
Moen typically drops down 
a size on the main jet and 
slaps in the leaner needle 
from the jet kit supplied 
with the bike. This needle is 
roughly a half a clip leaner 
throughout the range and 
shifts the taper as well. We 
suspect that when temps 
warm up around here we 


Other bikes come and go, and they're exciting, different, competitive, and work 
great, but the KTM 250 keeps coming back as the best "fitting" bike of all time. 





plastic radiator block, intended to be used to keep air 
from flowing through the radiator. Now if you're 
thinking, “why doesn't the thermostat fix this?” (just 
like we did), here's the answer: The thermostat only 
blocks off flow to the right side radiator while the 
other (left side) one continues to flow unimpeded. 
Under really cold conditions with snow packed all 
around the engine, even one functioning radiator is 
sufficient to prevent the engine from warming up suf- 
ficiently. KTM provides a single radiator blocking 
plate for the left side radiator, assuming that the right 
side radiator will maintain proper operating tempera- 
ture with the help of the thermostat. Naturally, with 
the radiator block-off panel installed, our cold motor 
problems disappeared. 

KTM's 250 and 300 EXC models get the Kokusan 
2K-3 ignition this year, following in the tread marks of 
the 200 and 380. In addition to a slightly different 
advance curve, the 2K-3 ignition most notably sports 
a larger diameter rotor, for more flywheel effect and 
the beefy 100+ watt lighting coil output. The bigger 
flywheel did little to impede the 250’s responsiveness 
and we're always in favor of lighting coils that will 
support brighter headlamps and additional acces- 
sories (like hand warmers!). 

The five speed transmission in the quarter-liter KTM 
is unchanged for 2001. However, a subtle modifica- 
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KTM 250 E/XC 
Liquid cooled two stroke 
249cc 
66.4/72mm 
NGK BR8ECM (0.6mm) 
5 speed WR 
1.3 liter 
Kokusan 2K-3, 100w lighting 
Keihin PWK 38 AG 
178 main, 45 pilot, NOZ G needle 


Engine 
Displacement 
Bore/Stroke 
Sparkplug (gap) 
Transmission 
Coolant Capacity 
Ignition 
Carburetor 
Stock Jetting 


w/clip in #4 slot, 6.5 slide, 1.5 air 
Forks 
Fork Spring Rate 


WP 43mm, 11.8” travel 

4.0 N/mm, 5mm preload 

WP PDS, 12.6” travel 

prog. 75-96 N/mm, 6mm preload 
Brembo, 260mm disc 
Brembo, 220mm disc 
Bridgestone M77, 80/100-21 
Bridgestone, M78, 100/100-18 
3.2 gal. 

14/52 

520 0-гіп0 

58.3 in. 

36.5 in. 

15.2 in. 

229 Ibs. 


Shock 

Shock Spring Rate 
Front Brake 

Rear Brake 

Front Tire 

Rear Tire 

Fuel Tank Capacity 
Final Drive 

Chain 

Wheelbase 

Seat Height 
Ground Clearance 
Claimed Dry Weight 





tion with a potentially big impact is a redesigned shift 
pedal. The way Moen explains it, when KTM went to a 
wider footpeg some years back, it never compensated 
for the reduced distance between the foot peg and 
shifter, which could lead to shifting difficulties, espe- 
cially for riders with bigger feet. The new shifter is 
12mm longer and offset 6mm further out from the 
ignition cover. This improves leverage, resulting in 
more positive shifts. The end result is a smooth shift- 
ing cog box with which you'll never miss a shift. 
Chassis Stuff 

The next thing that hits you square in the forehead 

when riding the '01 250 is that it is one of the easiest 
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bikes to ride comfortably in the standing position. I’m 
sure that seat height, foot peg position, etc. all con- 
tribute, however, it appears that KTM's innovative 
triple clamp design that allows the handlebar position 
to be adjusted is perhaps the key. The 250 EXC con- 
tinues to come standard with KTM's fine 34-inch alu- 
minum handlebar. What's different is that there are 
two different mounting holes for the handlebar 
clamps, and the clamps themselves can be flipped 
around in each, providing a total of four different han- 
dlebar positions. This should be a boon for tall riders 
who traditionally run high rise handlebars to other- 
wise compensate for their long legs. Moen cited a 
mounting position numbering logic of one through 
four, from back to front, the number two position 
being the stock set up, locating the handlebar just 
slightly behind the fork tube centerline. He further 
explained that a behind-center mounting position is 
typical because it seems to lessen instances of head- 
shake. As such you'll nearly universally find Japanese 
MX bikes follow this convention. For better or worse, 
at this juncture we liked the layout of the 250EXC so 
much that we skipped messing with the handlebar 
positioning. The transition between sitting and stand- 
ing was easy, and the bike just seemed to fit while in 
either position. No headshake or other handling 
quirks, either. The one caution is that while the KTM 
can be repositioned forward for more room, some 
mechanics believe that this could increase the inci- 
dence of headshake. 

Suspension wise, the 250's suspension felt stiff out 
of the box, however it softened up nicely after break- 
in. This year's bike gets revised valving in both the 
fork and shock. Additionally the shock also got a new 
needle-type rebound adjuster that provides a greater 
range of damping adjustment while reducing internal 
thermal loading. All this sounds good, and after break 


LODGING: Comfort Inn, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 570-345-8031 
Colony Lodge, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 570-345-8095; Econo Lodge, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 800-553-2666 
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RIDER FEES: AA/A/B-$25 Youth - $20. PeeWee - $10. 


PEE WEE 9:00 am 


YOUTH 10:30 am to 11:30 


> > аа 


There аге а lot of improvements on the '01, but the 
sweetest part is still this smooth, strong engine. 


in, proved to be everything it’s claimed to be. Believe 
it or not, in our wintertime riding in south Jersey, 
we've yet to find the need for any serious changes in 
spring rate or damping. The suspension on this bike 
just feels swell—keep in mind though that we're not 
riding in roots and rocks. 

The 43mm White Power upside down fork comes 
stock with a pair of 4.0 Nm springs, which were plen- 
ty supple. Out back the stock setup uses a PDS 2-250 
spring, which actually is a progressive rate unit whose 
rate runs from 75-96 Nm. This also felt good for our 
195 pound frames. KTM offers a wide range of alter- 
native springs, surprisingly, all of them progressive 
rate. While talking to Moen, he suggested that the 
PDS7 spring was a pretty good choice for heavier rid- 
ers, employing a slightly longer spring length with a 
less progressive range. The PDS 3 coil was the rec- 
ommended choice for really heavy riders (over 220), 
while the PDS 6 unit might be the ticket for roots and 
rocks, offering a softer initial spring rate. 
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NEW LOCATION WITH ALL NEW TRAIL!!! 
LESS ROCKS, LESS TECHNICAL FOR THE YOUTHS!!! 














Professional Mechanic’s 
Toolbag 


Tom Moen is KTM's lead off-road mechanic and 
we just love picking his brain for tuning and mainte- 
nance tips. Regarding the front suspension on this 
year's bike, Moen says that "we pretty much stick to 
running the fork compression adjuster somewhere 
between 10 and 14 clicks out. | mess with oil level 
to impact the amount of travel used up front. The 
standard oil level (read: air chamber size — ed.) is 
150mm. If the bike is bottoming too often, | raise 
that some (to 140 or 130). If not enough of the 
stroke is getting used, | lower the oil level, although 
no lower that 170mm.” Regarding preventive stuff, 
Moen warned against over-tightening the chain. 
With the PDS rear suspension, the chain is tightest 
when the swing arm is parallel to the ground. If you 
adjust your chain while on a work stand, it could 
end up too tight, which might cause the sprocket 
bolts to loosen. The solution: check the chain tight- 
ness while seated on the bike. 








Regarding rolling hardware, the 250EXC sports DID 
rims laced with heavy duty spokes and nipples and 
shod with venerable Bridgestone intermediate terrain 
rubber. To slow things down, KTM continues to use 
dependable Brembo braking components, although 
this year found a few subtle changes in that depart- 
ment. First, the rear caliper was modified to use a 
smaller slave cylinder piston, thus changing rear 
braking leverage advantage. This reduces rear brak- 
ing grabbiness which was annually noted in some cir- 
cles. A benefit to all of us mud muckers, KTM 
changed rear brake pads to a sintered material for 
greater life (finally!). Lastly, the front brake (and 
clutch) levers are changed to a new shorty units, 
making the mounting of hand guards easier and/or 
eliminating the need to cut them down. 

From a visibility viewpoint, we like the new graph- 
ics that include a seemingly scratch-proof embossed 
shroud logo. Additionally, the shroud itself has been 
reshaped with an additional tank mounting bolt 
added, the purpose being to reduce potential interfer- 
ence with riding gear. There’s a new, two-material 
seat cover with non-slip seating surface that feels just 
right on the derriere, and the new translucent fuel 
tank is sano and functional. KTM’s EXC models con- 
tinue to come with needed off-road accoutrements, 
including headlight, tail light, license plate mounting, 
resettable odometer, reserve position petcock, O-ring 
chain, etc. 

The '01 KTM 250 EXC is going to be a frontrunner 
in just about any contest entered. Power, suspension, 
handling and unmatched constitution, this is a off- 
road weapon that will leave you no excuses for not 
winning. However, you certainly don't have to be a 
racer to appreciate it. A true story: The first real trail 
ride in which | had our test bike out in the woods, | 
swapped bikes with a riding buddy, a senior level A 
enduro rider who had just purchased a brand new '01 
YZ250. Mike doesn't race anymore, however, he's still 
plenty fast through the trees and certainly knows 
when a bike is set up right. After several miles on the 
trail | grudgingly got him to swap back but not with- 
out a fight. His quote, "this KTM is the perfect lazy 
man's bike. It’s got power everywhere." As a direct 
result of this short encounter, the next week KTM had 
sold another 250EXC and Mike's YZ was history. Will 
the '01 250EXC be the creme de la creme for every- 
one? Probably not. But you gotta admit, it is some 
machine—one that you wouldnn't mind coming back 
to year after year. № 
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YZ Conversion 

(from page 16) 

Trail Ride,” the 30 miles leading up to the gas stop 
lived up to its name. Since it rained the day before the 
ride, the rocky, tight, technical trails were also a little 
slick. Perfect! 

A few things immediately stood out on the bike: The 
suspension and chassis setup was nearly spot-on, 
and the motor’s lack of bottom end (compared to a 
KDX) was going to take some getting used to. The 
forks soaked up absolutely anything you could throw 
the bike into, and the steering damper kept it all 
behaving well. There was, however a slight harshness 
in the shock on some of the slower-speed rocky sec- 
tions. Since the shock was brand new, a little break-in 
time would be required before making a final verdict. 
The motor's bottom end was pretty flat, but the ЕМЕ 
Fatty pipe made abrupt power from then on. 

After getting used to the motor, the transmission felt 
too spaced, especially the gaps between first to sec- 
ond and second to third gears. A 49-toot rear sprock- 
et (48 is stock) was already mated up to the stock 13- 
tooth cog up front to tighten up the gearing for tech- 
nical woods riding, but this wasn’t enough. First gear 
had to be used far too frequently, and third gear was 
almost useless, except for at higher speeds. 

The second half of the ride was considerably less 
rocky and could be navigated at higher speeds. At 
these speeds, the chassis & suspension shined even 
brighter. The fork continued to soak up the high-speed 
hits as well as it had worked on the slower, more- 
rocky terrain. The shock did begin to work better as 
the parts broke in, and the bike cornered extremely 
well, but there was still a slight harshness in the shock 
from sharp-edged high-speed hits. In this section, the 
E-Line “gripper” frame guards were noticeable. When 
squeezing the bike, they really do grab hold of the 
inside of riding boots to keep the foot firmly planted. 
All in all, the package worked very well, but a little 
fine-tuning was still needed. 

What a Difference a Tooth Makes 

The first change made after the initial ride was a 
switch to a 50-tooth rear sprocket. This raised the 
final gearing two teeth in the rear from stock. The 13- 
tooth front sprocket was retained. The stock pipe was 
also remounted for comparison. The Pilgrim Sands 
Trail Riders Fall Frolic Turkey Run provided the next 
Opportunity to test the YZ. This ride was also a good 
mix of tight, rocky terrain, combined with some more 
open—but of course still rocky—terrain. . 

The simple addition of one tooth to the rear sprock- 
et made an enormous difference. The motor suddenly 
came alive. The gaps in the transmission disappeared 
as the bike seamlessly revved from gear to gear. First 
gear is still necessary at technical, ultra-slow speeds, 
or on steep hills with no run, but second and third 
have become much more useable. While the power- 
band retains its 125 characteristics, the delivery is 
broad and very smooth, thanks mostly to the V-Force 
reeds. They get things cookin’ quickly, and allow the 
bike to rev to the moon, too. | think this reed assem- 
bly offers one of the best performance-per-dollar 
gains available. Our seat-of-the-pants impression is 
that the FMF pipe is the hot setup for events with per- 
fect traction, but in slick, technical conditions the 
stock pipe has a bit smoother delivery. 

The Factory Connection suspension package contin- 
ued to shine, particularly the forks. The shock was 
better than the first time out, but it still seemed like it 
could work a little better. After calling Rick Z., he sug- 
gested sending it back for some adjustments. Since 
the shock worked so well otherwise, we were hesitant 
to change the valving. We wanted to try one other 





The dashboard contains the Scott's steering damper, the 
Watchdog enduro computer, and my cheap old watch. The 
Pro-Taper handlebars add a great feel to the YZ. 


modification before sending the shock off. 
Size Does Matter 

During the two initial rides, the stock 19-inch rear 
wheel was used. The debate over whether an 18-inch 
rear wheel is necessary could go on and on. Many Pro 
riders run 19-inch wheels with foam inserts, claiming 
the 19-inch rear makes the bike corner better while 
the foam inserts soak up enough of the extra bumps. 
Why bother then to go through the added expense of 
buying an 18-inch wheel? My kidneys say otherwise. 

Even with the Tech Tubes installed, the 19-inch rear 
could not adequately soak up the spiky hits from larg- 
er rocks. After switching to an 18-inch rear wheel, the 
shock worked like magic. The suspension now could 
soak up every hit with ease, at any speed. The added 
sidewall of an 18-inch tire makes a huge difference in 
the rocks. While there was a detriment in the corner- 
ing characteristics, it was only in the most perfectly 
bermed corners. As few of those as there are in New 
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England, the 18-inch rear wheel is well worth the 
trade-off. Wheel spin was reduced with the 18 as well. 

A separate box from FMF arrived just in time for this 
last day of testing. Their AOF (adjust-on-the-fly) 
clutch lever was on backorder when the pipe and 
spark arrestor were ordered. First off, the lever looks 
very cool. It’s designed to replicate the feel of a Honda 
clutch lever. The AOF lever boast a few other trick fea- 
tures, including a large, easy to reach adjustment 
knob (hence, "AOF") and a nylon sleeve insert to allow 
the lever to spin on the bar in the event of a spill. The 
leverage ratio is a slight advantage to the stock YZ 
lever, making an already easy pull a tad more effort- 
less. The adjuster is nice to have easy access to, espe- 
cially on a 125. When the clutch gets hot in a long, 
technical section, simply make another click or two on 
the adjuster with forefinger or thumb. 

The Sum of the Parts 

The converted YZ 125 is nothing short of a full-on 
woods racing machine, as would be expected from 
any MX bike modified for the task. After riding a herd 
of broader-purpose machines for the last decade or 
$0, it is quite a treat to ride such a purpose-built 
motorcycle. With its nimble handling, eye-popping 
brakes and long-winded motor, the bike loves to be 
ridden hard. In fact, the harder it's ridden the better. 
Riding it slowly seems to only detract from perfor- 
mance. The bike would not make a good trail work or 
course-arrowing bike. 

Why not buy something like a KTM E/XC and throw 
a skid plate and hand guards on it? No question that 
option would work just fine, too. A whole lot of time 
and money can go into a project like this. But hey, the 
process is a whole lot of fun and quite rewarding to 
take pleasure in the results. I’m ready for the new sea- 
son with my new YZ! t 
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Way Out West 
(from page 27) 


dripping goo everywhere. 

| sent Chris off to the dealership with the rear wheel 
in his arms. | sat in the shade for a long drink. He 
came back about 45 minutes later with a wheel that 
had an inflated tire. $20. Problem solved! The guys at 
the dealership had a great laugh at us that day. 

We left page and headed for Jacob’s Lake, a town 
about 30 miles north of the Grand Canyon. To get to 
Jacob’s Lake we had to drop down into the Navajo 
Basin, very low altitude, very hot—about 115°. We 
rode for 70 miles in this heat. | prayed the bikes would 
not have any problems. It was so hot you could feel it 
in your lungs as you breathed. We got to the forests 
around Jacob’s Lake in the evening. We stayed at a 
campground where we sponge bathed out of the sink. 
We were lucky no one walked in on us. The lights did 
not work in the bathroom, so we had headlamps, were 
naked, had soap and washcloths. lm sure it would 
look very suspicious to someone from the outside. 
However, when you're dirty, you really don't care. 

Day 3 Camp: Jacob’s Lake, 36°42.68 N 112°13.00 
W, 185 Miles. 

Day Four: Grand Canyon 

The north rim of the Grand Canyon is littered with 
fire roads going everywhere. We left our campsite set 
up, and put most of our gear in the tent. We were able 
to ride the whole day without any backpacks, what for- 
tune! The riding here is fantastic. You are allowed to 
really ride anywhere and camp wherever you want. We 
took some old jeep roads out to lookout points over 
the canyon, and we hardly saw anyone all day. This 
area is much different from the south rim, and even 
different than the tourist spot on the north rim. This 
really was a motorcyclists’ dream. You are riding 
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through this dense, lush forest, and then suddenly 
you are at the edge of the world's biggest hole. It is 
almost too much for your mind to comprehend. 

The ride back from the rim was interesting. | almost 
hit a deer topped out in fifth gear. It was really stupid 
to be riding that fast with all of the deer we saw, but 
you know how it is when you get into that zone, and 
you ride faster and faster. It feels so good. The bike is 
working so well. Then out of the woods comes the 
doe... well, let's just say my heart was beating very fast 
when Chris came up on me, and | was very close to 
having to clean out my pants. At least | didn’t hit her. 

About 15 miles later we came around a corner and 
found a buffalo standing right in the middle of the 
road. He did not want to move. We waited for a cou- 
ple of minutes, and he just stood there looking at us. 
| was beginning to become very uncomfortable. He 
WOULD not move. Finally we rode way off into the 
woods and came back onto the dirt road behind him. 
When we looked back, he had turned around and was 
facing us again. It seemed like he had watched us ride 
through the woods and come out in front of him. He 
seemed to be saying, "What's the big deal? | left plen- 
ty of room for you guys to ride around me." He was 
huge. 

Day 4 Camp, Jacob's Lake. Spots of interest: Point 
Sublime 36°12.06 М 112°15.31 W; Crazy Jug 
36°25.85 N 112?24.69 W. 

Day Five: On to Moab 

On Wednesday we set out on the long ride to Moab. 
Most of the ride was out in the open desert, with tem- 
peratures exceeding 110?. We poured our drinking 
water on ourselves to try to get some evaporative 
cooling. It was very hot. 

By the time we rolled into Moab that night, our butts 
were getting really tired. This was a long day, we had 
ridden over 350 miles. On the plus side, the scenery 
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was amazing. Riding through southern Utah is ап 
experience that everyone needs to have at some time. 
The colors and formations are indescribable. 
Something different lies around every corner. The 
downside is that one becomes a little desensitized 
about all of the beautiful formations. You've seen one 
and you begin to think you have seen every one. Well, 
don't believe it for a second. There are always new 
things to discover. 

In Moab we camped at the base of Lion's Back, in a 
campground run by some hippies. Oh yeah, there are 
a lot of hippies and strange people wandering around 
southern Utah, but it only makes things more inter- 
esting. These people were living in buses and trailers 
and letting their hair grow (I mean all hair). Whatever, 
at least the campground had showers (that smelled 
like an outhouse). 

Lion's Back is a layer of the earth about 20 to 30 feet 
wide that somehow got tilted vertical. It is narrow 
enough that it is a very scary climb. Many people have 
probably seen the footage of the lady losing control of 
her Ford Bronco on the way down Lion's Back. There 
are a few crosses next to the big rock in memory of 
the people who have died summiting this monster. 
This thing is much scarier in real life than in the video 
| had seen previously. 

| am a bit of a motocross wuss. l've done my share 
of small and medium sized doubles, and been scared 
the first time | tried. However, climbing Lion's Back 
was without a doubt the scariest thing I’ve done on a 
motorcycle. | think it is the fact that a mistake would 
prove fatal. That really hasn't been as much of a defin- 
itive result to any other types of rides or races I’ve 
done. However, once | summited Lion's Back, the view 
from the top of Moab, the LaSalle Mountains, the 
Slickrock Trail, and Arches National Park was amaz- 
ing. Everyone needs to ride in Moab. 


G.E.S. CYCLE 
SUPPLY 


ІН) Husqvarna 


Dual Sports and 
Super Motards 
in stock! 


Financing Available 
OPEN 6 DAYS - CLOSED SUNDAY 


(570)992-4993 


OLD RT. 115 
SAYLORSBURG, PA 18353 





The slickrock provides better traction than any other 
surface lve ridden a bike on. Much better than 
asphalt or the best surface you can imagine. The tires 
would never spin, no matter how much brake or throt- 
tle. However, the slickrock is hell on tires. 

Day Six: Slickrock Trail 

On Thursday we awoke with the sun to get an early 
start on the Slickrock Trail. This is a 11 mile loop that 
was originally created by motorcycles in the late 60’s. 
This trail is a motorcycling must. Find a way to get out 
here and ride it. Picture a petrified sand dune, and you 
pretty much have a good idea of the Slickrock Trail. 
Mountain bikers now rule the trail, but motorcycles 
are still allowed on it. The bikers don’t like the motor- 
cycles much, but you can just remind them that the 
trail would not exist if it wasn’t for motorcycles, then 
ride off and up the super steep climb without any trou- 
ble at all, and wait at the top. A couple of minutes later 
they will come riding to the top huffing and puffing, if 
not pushing their bike. Then ride back down to the 
bottom of the climb and ride up it again before they 
even have a chance to catch their breath. You can 
repeat this as much as you like, to provide yourself 
hours of entertainment annoying the bikers. 

Moab was great, but by midday the temperature was 
rising. We left Moab and headed toward Salt Lake 
City. Our butts were now getting really sore, and the 
beard stubble/body dirt was beginning to scare away 
all of the people we encountered. 

After some additional trails, a nasty mountain thun- 
derstorm, a pack of killer bees, and a porcupine at the 
side of the trail, we arrived back at my driveway. We 
actually came home two days earlier than expected 
and discovered my wife with another man. Well, not 
really, but she was glad to see us home and alive. 

| like a good adventure, and so does Chris. This was 
a really great trip for both of us, and we would do it 
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again in a second. This trip is not for everyone, and 
you need to really know the person you are riding 
with. It was fun to see if we could make a long trip 
with just the items in our packs. We discovered it is 
not too difficult provided you have good planning. 

The bikes really worked great. The Suzuki is an 
excellent DS bike that could be made better with holes 
in the airbox, a different carburetor, and a new 
exhaust. The 'Berg is a power machine that felt as 
strong as my 610 Husky in every place except right off 
the bottom. Sure it blows oil, and it is not a long dis- 
tance DS bike, but for smiles as a trail/race bike, it is 
a great value. | even put the FE on my bathroom 
Scale—235 with headlight and taillight, wow!! 

If you are going to do this, get an intercom. The 
Chatterbox worked great for us at speeds less than 
highway, even with earplugs. We just turned the vol- 
ume up. We also did not use the voice activation, we 


used the optional thumbswitch that allowed us to 
push to talk. The wind noise was too high to use the 
VOX. 

One of the best things about the Utah-Arizona- 
Colorado-New Mexico area is that the terrain is so 
completely diverse. The riding can easily change from 
day to day, and so can the weather. This makes the 
trips always so exciting and fun. The world is not 
nearly as populated out here as it is in the east, so 
there are dirt roads and trails going everywhere. Just 
take your pick. The people in the small towns are typ- 
ically pleasant and open to riders. Many locals gave us 
advice on trails and places to camp. 

Overall, a week long western motorcycle adventure 
is a must for any off-road motorcycle enthusiast. 
However, when you finally wear out the knobs on your 
bike, let the shop put on the new tire while you go and 
get a cold drink and some shade. It's worth it. 4t 
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NETRA/Moose Offroad Hare Scrambles Series 











Westfield, MA 9/25 
he NETRA riders went back to the Knox hare 
scrambles in western Mass. With high hopes. 

Their new course last year drew raves for its quality 
as well as its toughness. Rocks? There are a lot of 
bent footpegs in western Mass! 

This year Knox gave us a new winner in the Junior 
class. Central Sports and Spy-backed Patrick 
Corcoran took his first win of the season, but just a 
tire length ahead of fellow Hoot Owl member Jason 
Johnson. G Lopes, Razees-sponsored Johnson had 
taken the lead from Gregg Hamel on the second lap. 
Corcoran swapped the lead during that lap only to 
give it back to Johnson on the final lap. The two rid- 
ers stayed within inches of each other on the final 
half mile before the barrels. Johnson held the lead 
going through the rocks but took the outside line at 
the final turn. Corcoran slid around on the inside and 
took the checkered flag and the class win. 

We also had a new overall champion, Chris 
Panzella. RER, Tsubaki, Pirelli, Answer, Smith, 
Factory Connection-backed Panzella has been riding 
up in front for the past two years but never able to 
grab that overall trophy, always being plagued by 
back of the pack starts. When the gun went off for 
the six lap race, it was Timothy out in front followed 
by DJ Lis and Tom Norton. Panzella swung wide 
around the second turn and wound up not last or 
second to last, but fourth. It was a great place to be 
as the riders filed around the tight grass track before 
heading into the woods. 

The riders freight trained around the first half of 
the lap. Lis was the first to crash. Norton was next, 
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Panzella bags his first! 


getting crossed up on a rooty section. Panzella 
passed both riders, moving himself into second 
place. By the end of the first lap, Panzella was down 
just eight seconds from first place Timothy. 

Brian Lawson also slid past Norton and Lis on the 
first lap, taking over third place. Norton came 
around next, followed by Lis, Josh McLevy and Luke 
McNeil. Panzella caught and passed Timothy on the 
second lap. Panzella had a ten second lead when the 





Chris Panzella turned a good start into a good position in 
the field, then turned that into a first place finish. 
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Scott DeCosta rode aggressively and took the B High Point. 





by Cheri Alix 





riders came out of the rock garden and past the pits 
for the start of the third lap. Lawson was still in third 
down another twenty five seconds followed by 
McLevy and Lis. 

All the riders came into the pit at the end of the 
third lap. Panzella came in thirteen seconds ahead of 
Timothy and made it back out without losing any 
time. Lawson and McLevy came around next, with 
just two seconds separating them. Lawson had the 
quickest pit and was able to put some distance 
between them as they headed out for the fourth lap. 

Not far into the fourth lap, Timothy pulled out due 
to a back injury from the previous week. This moved 
Lawson up into second place thirty seconds behind 
Panzella. McLevy was now in third place down 
another ten seconds. Fourth place was being tossed 
around between Luke McNeil, Matt Jalbert and 
Expert Open rider, Hellion Designs very own Lee 
Helliwell. 

As the riders headed out for the final lap, it was 
obvious that Panzella was about to get some serious 
competition. McLevy, who was running in third, was 
now holding onto second place just fifteen seconds 
back. "On the last lap in the motocross section | was 
drinking from my Vital pack," said Panzella. 
"McLevy must have noticed me letting go of the bars 
to get my drink hose. He made a great pass on a big 
Sweeper." 

Panzella hung right behind McLevy for the next 
mile until McLevy took a high line. Panzella went 





Brian Lawson challenged, and hung in for third overall. 








down low and came out about five bike lengths 
ahead to regain the lead. He held it on right to the 
end taking а well earned overall. "I didn't get excited 
until the last half lap. It was taking the win—l didnn't 
want to just be a good four stroke rider. | wanted to 
be a threat and win the overall." 

Panzella's racing year was cut short at this event 
last year when he broke his foot and several toes. 
The early end to his racing year put him at fifteenth 
for the season. This year's win secured him third 


[Knox Hare Scrambles 
Class Results 
Chris Panzella 
Overall Champion 
Lee Helliwell 

A High Point 

Scott DeCosta 

B High Point 
Daryush Donyavi 

C High Point 

AA 

1. Chris Panzella 

2. Josh McLevy 

3. Brian Lawson 

4. Matt Jalbert 

5. Keith Callahan 
Junior 

1. Patrick Corcoran 
2. Jason Johnson 
3. Adam Simcock 
4. Gregg Hamel 

5. M. Cimochowski 
Mini 

1. Mathew Forrest 
2. Chase Smith 

3. Jared Boothloyd 
4. Jason Langenback 
5. Alden Clark 
Women 

1. Shandra Rubchinuk 
2. Susan LaFlamme 
3. Dawn Shayer 
Novice 125 

1. Peter Clarke 

2. Sean Mullaney 
3. Eric Lovendale 
4. Brad Debuer 

5. Kurt Sears 
Novice 200 

1. Peter Wols 

2. Carl Armetta, Jr. 
3. Tyler McMahon 
4. Mark Marshall 

5. Scott Evans 
Novice 250 

1. Daryush Donyavi 
2. Edward Corbell 
3. Mark Carpenter 
4. Jim Roy 

5. Shawn Kilmartin 
Novice Open 

1. Joe Sofranko 

2. Steven Savoy, Jr. 
3. David Gallsewski 
4. John Competti, JR. 
5. Brent Kipp 
Novice Four Stroke 
1. Daniel Milerka 

2. Kevin Bartley 

3. George Paulos 
4. John Hasset 

5. Frank Wilcox 
Novice Vet 

1. Thomas Vallee 

2. Greg Mooy 

3. Marc Gionta 

4. Michael Litwin 

5. James Antes 
Novice Senior 

1. Rick Avery 

2. Thomas Rodrigue 
|3. Chuck Natsisty 
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4. David Chespor 
5. Charles Kennedy 
Super Senior 

1. Thomas Simeon 
2. James Simone 
3. Paul Lussier 

4. John Campetti 
5. Jerome Shinners 
Amateur 200 

1. Scott DeCosta 
2. Darren Lutz 

3. Jason Vayo 

4. Adam Simcock 
5. Jim Wescowski 
Amateur 250 

1. William Flynn Ш 
2. Timothy Nelson 
3. paul Slater 

4. Brian Dawson 
5. Fran Gaulice 
Amateur Vet 

1. Michael Casale 
2. David Bonsall 

3. Paul Darezzo 

4. Danny Cahill 

5. Dale Wager 
Amateur Four Stroke 
1. John Morrison 
2. Chris Nicholas 
3. Todd Hamilton 
4. James Desrosiers 
Amateur Open 

1. William Fuchs 
2. Thomas Cooley 
3. Liam Zibell 
Amateur Senior 

1. Gerard Grundman 
2. Douglas Simone 
3. Paul Mancini 

4. Dennis Kirkman 
5. Robert Young 
Expert 250 

1. Jeffrey Staples 
2. Jim Senecal 

3. Ryan Dellaghelfa 
4. Chris Cramer 

5. Shawn Jackson 
Expert 200 

1. Todd Santheson 
2. Evan Chochrek 
3. Everett Maynard 
4. Mark Griffin 
Expert Vet 

1. Marty Mears 

2. Mark White 

3. John McMahan, JR 
4. David Vallee 

5. Dave Dzenutis 
Expert Open 

1. Lee Helliwell 

2. Robert North 

3. Pete Byrne 

4. Josh Hackett 
Expert Four Stroke 
1. Jim Green 

2. Greg Corben 
Expert Senior 

1. Robert White 

2. Jerry Randall 

3. Roger Billharz 
4. David Kanney 

5. Richard Merrill 
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Armand’s Powersports 
2001 Huskys Arriving Soon! 
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888 Plymouth St., Halifax MA, Route 106 
Open Tues. thru Thurs., 9-8, Fri. & Sat. 9-5 
Closed Sun. & Mon. 
781-294-1645 www.armandspowersports.com 





overall for the year and a definite threat for the next 


season. 
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Someone you haven't seen in a while: Lee Helliwell used to 
tear it up in the hare scrambles, then retired to raise a fami- 
ly. He's back, and he's not much slower! 


McLevy was feeling the same pain as Panzella did 
the previous year. While trying to catch back up to 
Panzella in the final few miles, he smashed his foot 
on a rock, busting one of his toes. He kept it upright 
until the checkered flag, taking second place down 
almost one minute. Lawson finished down another 
minute in third place. Jalbert, McNeil and Helliwell 
diced it out for most of the race. McNeil fell out of the 
running on the final lap when he was thrown from 
his bike and slammed into a tree, leaving him unable 
to even salvage a top ten finish. 

Jalbert was able to hold Helliwell off right to the 
end but couldn't put enough distance between them 
to hold onto fourth place. Helliwell started on the 
second row giving him a one minute adjustment and 
fourth place overall. Helliwell also took home the 
Expert class High Point Trophy. Jalbert finished fifth 
overall. 

Expert 250 rider Jeff Staples was the next Expert 
rider across the line, taking first place in his class 
and sixth overall. 

The Amateur High Point went to none other than 
Scott DeCosta. DeCosta also finished tenth overall 
just forty seconds behind ninth place finisher and AA 
rider Dave Simcock. DeCosta not only finished ahead 
of all the Amateur riders, he also passed all but two 
Expert riders, Helliwell and Staples. 

Darren Lutz and William Flynn were the only other 
two Amateur riders to complete six laps. Lutz took 
home the first place trophy in the Amateur 200 class 
with Flynn taking home first Amateur 250. 

The Novice class High Point went to Daryush 
Donyavi on his Kawasaki 250. Donyavi completed 
the three lap event almost five minutes ahead the 
second rider, Edward Corbell. Corbell earned himself 
first place in the Novice 250 class. 

(Editors note: This story was lost in the shuffle 
here in the incredibly cluttered TR offices, hence its 
lateness. Apologies to all who were affected. The last 
race of the NETRA season in 2000 was the 
Woodsocross, and we had absolutely no coverage of 
the event, so we won't have a story here, sorry. See 
you at the 2001 races!) ж 
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ui thought 
my boyfriend 
would like it 
if I had my 
navel pierced, - 
-but he wants 
Trail Rider 
instead." 


ý 


“It’s easy to figure 
men out, I guess. 
They like hare 
scrambles, 
enduros and: just 
plain dirt riding. I 
guess that means 
they like Trail 
Rider, because 
that’s what Trail 
Rider is all about. 
All I know is I 
don’t have to wory 
about pleasing 
him any more— 
just as long as that 
Trail Rider 
magazine arrives 
in the mailbox 
once а month!” 
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Stefan Merriman 
"Thumps" the World 
aboard a ТЕ400. 

The first 4-stroke to win 
the ISDE in 30 years. 


Anders Eriksson 
takes 3rd overall and 
wins the 500 class 
on the Husky TE570. 
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Separate Yourself From the Pack. 

















Yamaha WR250F 


(from page 23) 


we'd ever want. The real horsepower is moved up in 
the rev range to where you can really use it. 

Don't get us wrong, you can still sit down and cruise 
on this WR. You might be riding it overall at a slightly 
higher rpm than you'd expect, but you get used to it 
immediately. If you're coming off a two-stroke, you'll 
probably never notice that you're buzzing the engine a 
little bit. It's all made to work together, and it works 
good. 

We're probably being too cautious in our praise 
here. You'll probably never notice you're buzzing the 
bike, because everything else works so well. The 
clutch pull is light without being alarmingly light, the 
transmission shifts gears smoothly and crisply, with- 
out jumping out of gear or any bad manners. The 
clutch is smooth, feels good, and never exhibited any 


strange behavior that would lead us to believe it might 
be "weak." It's no secret that Randy Hawkins has had 
trouble keeping clutches in his race bike, but if you 
ride like Randy, and abuse the clutch as much as he 
does, you deserve what you get. Though this bike 
might be “revvy,” we saw no need to slip the clutch all 
the time. 
Chassis Stuff 

The best part of the WR comes later, after you're 
done feeling your way around the powerband and get- 
ting used to the feel of the controls. Once you're a lit- 
tle comfortable you start noticing how light the bike is. 
Fling it into a turn and it GOES there, it doesn't just 
laugh at you. Let the back end get squirrelly, let it get 
away from you, and you can muscle the whole bike 
back in line without much effort. Try doing that on 
your 426, or 400c anything, and see how successful 
you are. 

The numbers don't seem to tell the whole story. | 


* MORE BIKES! • MORE PARTS! 
* COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 


200, 250, 300 EXC IN STOCK! 


ARETIC CAT ATV'S 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 
Our 15th Straight Year as 


AMERICA'S LARGEST 
SELLING KTM DEALER! 


Visit us at ktmworld.com 


Used Parts 1/2 Price! 


Discount programs on 
ln parts and accessories. 


Fast UPS Service 
Everywhere! 


8820 Bright Star Road "Vies | 
Douglasville, GA 30134 


Phone (770)920-1371 • Fax (770)920-9198 
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PER p 
Lighting Coil Ignitions for Kawasaki, Yamaha, 
Suzuki and Honda 


Carbon Fiber Pipe Guards, Clutch Cover Guards, 
Skid Plates, Fork Protectors, Chain Guides and 
More for KTM, Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki, TM, 
Honda, Husaberg and Gas Gas 

54 Spectacle Pond Ter., East Wareham, MA 02538 


508-295-0812 е Fax 508-291-2605 
www. elineaccessories.com 
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By Kevin "Hines" 








|Ж е” 5 : 
Fat and slow but having fun: The Bossman flogs the 
WR around Hawkins’ petting zoo. 


don't know, Yamaha's claimed 242 wet pounds does- 
n't seem like a light number. What we'll have to do is 
weigh our long-term test WR when it arrives, and 
weigh all the two-strokes we have around here. Then 
at least we'll have a starting idea of where it fits in. 
Right now, all we can do is babble about how feathery 
this bike feels. Yeah, maybe the YZ is lighter, but the 
WR doesn't feel any heavier than the YZ, even though 
it is. 

A lot has to do with the attention the Yamaha engi- 
neers paid to the weight of the engine parts and all 
that rotating mass between your feet. A big, heavy 
engine creates a lot of gyroscopic effect, a phenome- 
non that wants to keep the bike driving forward and 
actually resists leaning or turning—just like the gyro- 
scope you played with when you were a kid. Yamaha 
kept the gyro effect in this engine so low that, once 
again, it feels like you're riding a two-stroke. 

Okay, so it's light and fast. How's the suspension 
feel? Good; in keeping with everything else on the 
bike. The WR is valved night and day better than the 
YZ for enduro and off-road work. We rode the bike (all 
200 pounds of us) for one day thrashing around on a 
short cow-pasture grass track and a TT-style 
motocross track. The suspension worked really well in 
both situations, although at high speeds we were 
stressing things a bit and able to bottom lightly in 
rollers—but remember that 200 pound body weight. 
For more normal woods riding, on Hawkins' tight 
trails, the WR worked great. All we did to the bike is 
adjust the rear sag to 100 millimeters, everything else 
was left stock. 

For smooth trails and medium scattered bumps, the 
WR felt good and responded well. Hitting rocks and 
the occasional log or big exposed root, the forks 
would respond with a little bit of harshness, but noth- 
ing really severe. It's a good trail riding suspension. 
For nasty rocks, roots, ruts and racing, once again 
we're going to say that you'll probably want to skip all 
the fiddling around and take the forks and shock to 
your friendly suspension guy. Nothing beats throwing 
down your money on a suspension valving job. But as 
a stock bike, we were impressed. It felt good. 

The WR's chassis geometry also felt good. Keeping 
in mind that we're carrying around a little bit of weight 
(it's all muscle, really), the handling felt really light and 
easily controllable. Honestly, we had the urge occa- 
sionally to raise the forks in the triple clamps a few 
millimeters to get the front end to "bite" a little hard- 
er, but we've been told before to resist this urge 














because we're probably trying to compensate for 
sloppy riding habits. Regardless of how light the front 
end felt, it took a lot of effort and some really stupid 
riding to get the front end to wash out in a turn, and 
we only managed it on a TT-style left-hand downhill 
sweeper with our weight way too far back on the bike. 
And even in this situation it was easy to muscle the 
bike back into line. 
All The Details 

It's honestly annoying to sit here and rave about this 
bike. We had high hopes; we wanted the WR to be 
good so that we didn’t have to convert a YZ into a 
woods bike. We got our wish, but it’d be nice to have 
something to snivel about. 

There’s only one minor snivel we have, and that’s 
the lack of an electric starter. We know the ramifica- 
tions—if the WR had an electric starter it'd be heavier, 
etc., but look at the competition and what do you see? 
Suzuki has the button on their DRZ, and have had it on 
their dual sport 250 for some time now. KTM has elec- 
tric start on all its woods bikes, and so does Husaberg 
(and they also have kick starters). More than merely a 
convenience or a lazy man’s accessory, there is no 
faster way to get going again after a stall-out in the 
woods. 

The WR250F is easy to kick. It has a manual com- 
pression release though, so you have to pay attention 
to what you’re doing, and it always wants to be kicked 
from top dead center. It has a hot-start button that is 
a real boon when you stall out a hot engine or get 
upside down. Kicking it was no problem, but the trou- 
ble we had was occasionally starting it. Every now and 
then, with a hot engine, we'd have to kick it a half- 
dozen times to get it lit. Even with the hot start button. 
Now, it’s a new bike, and it’s really bad to complain 
about something like starting until the engine is well 
broken-in, but our feeling is that the carb jetting is not 
exactly right, for both the YZ and the WR. When we 
get our test bike back here in the incredibly cluttered 
TR garage we're going to look at the jetting and do a 
little testing. Our feeling is that the starting circuit in 
the carb might be a little lean, but we'll let you know 
when we figure it out. 

The WR never REFUSED to start; just every now and 
then we'd have to kick it more than we'd like. A bro- 
ken-in engine and new spark plug might fix this, also 
maybe a slight change in jetting. It's not enough of a 
problem to make us not want the bike. 

The other complaint that we have to air is one you've 
heard before. The WR comes with a baffle in the 
exhaust pipe and a limiter stop on the throttle linkage 
that everyone removes. The limiter stop is a no brain- 
er, you definitely don’t want it. The exhaust baffle, 
though, does a real job. The WR runs bad with it in, 
but it’s way too loud with the baffle removed. We rode 
the bikes with the baffle removed but wish we didn’t 
have to. Yamaha has the same problem with the 
WR400, the WR426, and now the 250. They have to 
design a different style of muffler for these bikes that 
is both reasonably quiet and non-restrictive, and they 
have to do it NOW. Yamaha's customers shouldn't 
have to buy a $400 aftermarket silencer just to have a 
quiet, good-running bike. 

Speaking of aftermarket, Yamaha has really ramped 
up their accessory marketing division with trick prod- 
ucts for the WR. Without straying any further than 
your Yamaha dealer you can buy a trick carbon fiber 
and stainless steel muffler that weighs half what the 
stock unit weighs, and a titanium subframe to hold it 
up. You can buy a carbon fiber airbox, or head stays, 
motor mounts, water pump guard, frame guards, 
glide plate and more, all from carbon fiber. You can 
get a magnesium top triple clamp with Pro-Taper bar 
mounts, or magnesium hubs, front and rear. You can 


get some trick aluminum hand guards that mount on 
the fork pinch bolts instead of the handlebar tubes, 
complete with plastic brush guards. You can get tita- 
nium bolt kits and much more, all with the Yamaha 
brand stamped on them. Very impressive. 

The WR is blessed with good, strong brakes, good 
control levers, and an easy-adjust clutch perch. The 
foot controls are just the right shape. The seat is the 
right density and a good flat shape, and the 12-liter 
tank is slim enough while offering almost a 90-mile 
range. The handlebars are steel, giving you an oppor- 
tunity to save weight quickly by changing to aluminum 
bars. Over the two days we rode the bike, everything 
functioned perfectly. 

What Now? 

What now, is that Yamaha’s got a tremendous bike 
on their hands. We'll admit to being somewhat luke- 
warm about the WR400 when it came out, but the 


KTM "Easy-Pull" 
Clutch Lever 


WR400 was а big four stroke, and in order to want 
one you had to want to pilot a big four stroke in the 
woods. Also, look at al the fine competition the 
WR400/426 has—Suzuki, Honda, KTM, Husky, 
Husaberg and more all have big four strokes to com- 
pete mercilessly with the WR 400 and 426. It's a bike 
that has to live up to a very high standard. 

The WR250, on the other hand, stands on it's own. 
This is the bike that people have been trying to build 
in their garage for years. This is the mythical light- 
weight, no compromise playbike/race bike small- 
engine thumper that everyone has ever dreamed 
about. It is a four-stroke that has been built to com- 
pete with two-strokes—it runs like a two-stroke, it's 
as light as a two-stroke, and it's as easy to ride as a 
two stroke. If only it had an electric starter it would be 
the perfect bike, but no matter. Yamaha is still going 
to sell a million of them, and deservedly so. % 


Tall Seat Foams 
& Covers 


KTM 2 Stroke & 
4 Stroke Skid Plates 


Look For Our Products By Name! 
6081 South M.L. King Blvd. Lansing, MI 48911 


PH: (517) 393-2421 


awasaki 


Husqvarna 2000 Leftovers! 


Great Deals on Husky's Great Bikes! 
Call for Prices! 


1864 Silas Deane Highwa 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 4 (860)721 -0193 
UPS SERVICE NATIONWIDE е GIANT PARTS WAREHOUSE 


FX: (517) 393-0632 
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SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 
FRONTS $79.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $99.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 





|. TECH PRODUCTS (973) 686-0012. | 


The Best in KTM Aftermarket 


VISIT US 


ONLINE? 
(440) 286-6273 


www.erider.ws 
Featuring 
“Dura-Max" Trick Parts 


See our display ad 
in this issue 





Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 
Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings@instantlink.com 


TINTA шіл тесті 
той 


ЕВР CHAIN GUIDE 


For most makes & models. Stronger than stock, wider 
for o-ring chains, with replaceable wiper blocks. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e ОЕМ Parts • Aftermarket Parts 
* Performance Parts % Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 


31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 


www. frpoffroad.com 
YAMAHA 
Kawasaki 
Husqvarna 
Цуѕавеар 


ALL AT JERRY RANDALL'S 


VALLEY 
MOTORSPORTS 


216 N. King St., Rt. 5 
ze 2 








SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Phone 
(413)584-7303 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Want a free ad in Yankee Trader? Mail it into us, to the 
address on page 3, or e-mail to trmagazine@prodigy.net. 
Cleaning Out Barn! 1991 Honda CT-70 237 original miles 
$750, 1980 Can-am 125MX-6 complete, bottom end no 
good $175, 1975 Honda CR125M1 Webco head, GEM 
reed, DG up pipe, Mikuni,etc all VGC, needs rod bearing 
$750, 74 Honda XL-70 looks &runs excellent $875, 1972 
Honda CT-70H 4speed clutch, looks & runs Great $850, 
1971 Honda CT-70 runs great needs TLC $675, 1972 
Honda 7-50 not running needs work $325, 1972 Bultaco 
250 Alpina Looks & runs Great $750, 1972 Husqvarna 
360C Sportsman not running, CT. title, $600, 1971 Honda 
QA-50 Looks & runs Great $650, Parting Out: 1988 
Honda ZB-50, 1979 Suzuki RM-400, 1974 Honda MR-50, 
1970 Honda QA-50's. Please call Steve (914) 245-5385 7- 
9am/7-9pm EST. 

1999 TM 300 E billet everything, Ohlins/Paioli, Excel, 
Scotts, One-off Factory Graphics—no other set exists! 
Carbon fiber radiator covers, cf side panels, cf pipe 
guard, new tires, Cycra hand guards & spoilers, NJ title, 
injury forces sale, asking $5000, call 973-728-6090 or e- 
mail at DJDUC748L@aol.com.. 

2000 Gas Gas 200 XC Excellent condition, licensed, WP 
inverted forks, Ohlins shock, 6 speeds, very fast, smooth 
power, handles great, $4500, 810-294-4963, . 

1998 Honda Montesa HRC 315r Awesome trials bike in 
exc. cond., spares, $3200. Southern NY, 845-735-5392 
1997 Honda XR600 Cracked frame, some problems, MA 
title, $1500 B/O. 1983 Honda CR250 motor in a box, 
complete bike, $300 B/O. call for info. (508) 335-7491. 
1999 Yamaha YZ125 $3500 and 1999 Yamaha YZ250 
$4000 Both bikes have new engines, too many extras to 
list. Call John day (908)688-5300 - eves. (908)688-2265. 
Gear for Sale: Shoei, Bell, Thor, MSR, etc. Most is like 
new. Call for list or info. (732)238-7092. 

2001 Honda ХВ400В Ridden only twice, flawless condi- 
tion with some nice extras including Renthal Bars, 
Acerbis rally guards, and more, asking only $4,700 or BO. 
Let's talk, 978-948-5106 

1994 KDX 200 with New Jersey title, excellent condition 
and well maintained. $1400 or b/o. Paula, 856-451-6016 
1999 Yamaha YZ400F Low hours, mint cond., flywheel 
weight, 3 gal. Tank, o-ring chain, asking $3900. 
(732)845-0490. 

1998 KTM 250EXC Adult owner, hand guards, disc 
guards, frame guards, skid plate w/case guards, wide 
pegs, carbon fiber pipe guard, fork guard and ual head- 
lights. Just rebuilt front fork and rear spring, updated 
plastic. $3700 obo, knee injury forces sale. Also, 1999 
KX100 Exc. cond., Pro Circuit pipe & silencer, frame 
guard & skid plate, Renthal bars. $2200 obo. (610)383- 
5666 day, (610)486-0657 eves. 

1999 Husqvarna WR250, 2000 Husqvarna WR125 
Enduro/hare scrambles ready, both susp. Done by WER. 
$3200 WR250, $3800 WR125, (908)688-5300, ask for 
JaBeep. 








BEN  quick-fill refueling 

911 fill 2 gallons іп 8 seconds 
internal air bleed, check valve 

available with 2.5 or 5 gallon jug 


ШИБЕ Мах 0195623395 
www.silverfem - products.com 


special tools for Installing 
solid foam tubes - easily! 








PENTON IMPORTS CO. 


Importer and Distributor of 


РАДУЕ 4 


HIGH PERFORMANCE ELECTRONIC 
RACING IGNITIONS 
vintage to Current Model Kits for 
Single Cylinder Two-Stroke Applications 
(Sold Through Any Established Motorsports Business) 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com 


1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
Ph:440-988-4474 Fax:440-988-4476 


















DUNLOP 


SUPENHIONHMPTY 


Crescent Mousse Inserts 


Available in four sizes: 
80/100-21, 100/90-19 


and 110/100-18 


Exclusively from Race Tire Service 


800-772-TIRE (8473) 
ог WWW.dunlopracing.com 


Race Tire Service Is the exclusive distributor for Dunlop 
motorcycle racing tires In the eastern U.S., and Duniop 
trackside distributor for motocross tires natlonwide 





THE BEST TRAIL RIDE ON THE PLANET! 


>> Allinclusive, 
OS the best hotels, food, guides, XR Hondas 


y: Е | Guides, chase support, 25 years experience 
(|! Beautiful pine forest, beaches, Baja race course 
1 $) 3, 4 & 7 days, pre-running & custom tours 
— 


ШИ ТОП sem 
FAIRWAY CYCLE 
н А > 


SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY SR., BOB BENNETT, 
KEVIN BENNETT AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For all your Enduro and Cycle needs, 
plus Fast, Honest service! 


A AMA Discounts 

UPS Service ee) 

625 NEW ROAD ® SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 
(609)927-2071 





RIDE BAJA 


* See the sights on Honda XRs 
Mies 5 anch 


* Visit famous 
* Includes Hotels/Meals/ Guides 


BAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES 
(714) 637-5770 FAX (714) 630-4474 
Pictures of past tours at www.bajaoffroad.com 


HUSQVARNA BIKES AND PARTS 
OLDER BIKES OUR SPECIALTY 
CALL FOR ALL HUSKY PARTS 

(508)695-2061 


e-mail: morelcycle@aol.com 


353 SOUTH STREET 
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MOREL’S HUSQVARNA 









Jann hos Michart мтр. 
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ANY ENDURO 
ANY TRAIL RIDE #31 40.4 u 
ANY PLACE 9:32 40.8 A 
„уєязон ron any riven :33 41.2 24 
samet» 934 416 
FACTORY RIDERS 3:35 42.04 






CALL OR WRITE: 3:36 








1210 м. oed эт 9:37 42.8 24 
ANAHEIM СА 92807 3:38 43.2 A 
3:39 43.64 







(714) 666-0136 


WE CAN FIX ІТ!!! 
Motorcycle Radiators Only...Since 1990 


RADIATORS 


Clogged, Bent, Twisted, Smashed, or Leaking 
We fix them right! For as low as $35.00 
One-day service. We also fix oil coolers. 


M YLER IQ (зоо) 367-7699 (801) 280-8040 


8414 McDowell Ct.. West Jordan, UT 84088 












* Vibration-isolated GPS 
mounts for off- road 


GARMIN g 


222467). 


CY COS Ду р УЖ сан 
www.cycoactive.com 800-491-2926 





CheckMate - Full featured, 
infrared version now shipping! 
С AMA, ISDE, Brand X & Canadian rules 
Please сай Everything you need for $449.95 
formore іпіо 1-800-331-0470 == 
? Tech (504) 882-3107 


FAX (504) 882-7700 
WWW ісогасіпд сот 


“VISA 


eo 


DISCOVER 








Call For A Free Catalog! 


TWO OF THE BEST! 


SHENANDOAH 


HONDA 
1603 Berryville Pike, Winchester VA 
Call John Ross (800)276-2036 


THE MOTORCYCLE 
FACTORY 


Honda/Kawasaki 
3820 Prince William Pkwy, Woodbridge VA 
Call Mark Spence (866)583-9600 


Toll Free! 


The cure for your suspension problems. 


314 Route 542 » New Gretna, NJ 08224 
(609)294-8703 * Fax (609)294-3168 











SUMMERS RACING COMPONENTS 


1-800-221-9752 www.srcinc.net 





"TE GE IZE 
208 tannery rd westfield ma 01085 


~ We Support The Sport | 







Montgomeryville Cycle Center 
980 Route 309 • Montgomeryville, PA 


800-899-7511 


Honda * Kawasaki * Suzuki • Yamaha 


KTM PARTS 


1-800-367-5209 


www.mikescyclektm.com 


Your one-stop shopping center for all your 
Moto, Enduro, and Hare Scrambles needs 


March 2001 45 











Hertfelder 


by Ed Hertfelder 








A Tribute to the King 


oug Domokos, the Wheelie King, 

was killed in an ultralight airplane 

crash, but Ра like to think he was trying to wheelie 
the thing on a cloud top when the wing fabric was 
ripped on the sharp edge of a rainbow. His talent for 
lofting the front wheel of a motorcycle using superb 


three wheeler so he could brake-turn the thing when 
the front wheel was six feet off the ground. Both the 
bike and three wheeler he'd fitted with a wheel hub 
motor, battery powered, that kept the front wheel 
turning all the time it was elevated. Something to do 
with gyroscopic action to help during the act. His 


"After he finished his last show we would share a few cold ones 


and he confided in me that when this gig was over he had to drive 


the Buick, or Oldsmobile, without a single square inch of glass left 


in it, back home to California." 


balance, and the reflexes of a hummingbird, made 
him world famous long before his death at a too 
young 44. 

Doug and | once spent four days together, at one 
of those motorcycle Expos in Washington, D.C. They 
had laid out an arena for his act just behind the row 
of tables where | was selling my hardback books, 
and others were selling snake oil, astrological 
charms, miracle oil additives and deer warning whis- 
tles. 

Doug began his short act, with both a motorcycle 
and a three wheeler, every hour on the hour and he 
packed most of the people in the large auditorium 
toward our tables. He usually finished with the three 
wheeler on top of the dished-in roof of an older four 
door Buick, or maybe it was an Oldsmobile; it was 
too mashed to tell the difference. 

He seemed to delight in smashing out another win- 
dow on the sedan every show. By the end of the 
fourth day the only untouched glass left were the 
outside rear view mirrors. He smashed both of them 
during the last show of the weekend. à 

Without Doug’s spellbinding act | probably would- 
n't have sold a tenth as many books. | told him this 
and convinced him to help himself to my beer and 
soft drink stash in the large cooler under my table. 

After he finished his last show we would share a 
few cold ones and he confided in me that when this 
gig was over he had to drive the Buick, or 
Oldsmobile, without a single square inch of glass left 
in it, back home to California. 

| recall commenting with a loud fart. 

Sitting alongside us as he told me this was a fellow 
who performed as a “living mannequin” at the Expo. 
"Wearing a tuxedo along with layers of white makeup, 
and with the strange ability to ‘freeze’ his body and 
face for hours at a time, the man was a marvel. He 
would talk and act and drink beer normally but would 
go into his ‘freeze’ mode whenever a paying cus- 
tomer walked near. The mannequin didn't believe 
Doug was going to drive that wreck to California 
either. 

Between acts Doug showed me how he'd cabled-in 
handlebar controls to each of the rear wheels on the 
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performing equipment were both powered by two- 
stroke engines, which completely 

eliminated any of the oil starva- 
tion problems you would get 
with a four stroke tilted up 
at a 45 degree angle and 
the oil level moving far 
to the rear of the oil 
pump pickup tube. 

The last time | saw 
Doug Was at 
Daytona’s Bike 
Week where |, 
for many 
years, rode 
the Alligator 
enduro and, 
later, the 
Alligator Dual 
Sport ride. 

For some 
reason the 
Harley people had 
asked me to join their 
yearly parade ride from 
their Daytona Beach 
waterfront headquarters 
hotel out to the 
Speedway before the 
200 mile National race. 
They loaned me a new 
883 model and let me pick 
it up a week early. | enjoyed 
the, for me, heavy twin , but 
became "unjoyed" the second 
time | had to push it to a gas sta- 
tion with only 91 miles since the 
last fill up. Its touring capacity was fictional. 

My very good friend, Hazel Kolb, was something 
lie a Mother Superior with Harley and the best 
ambassador imaginable. Hazel insisted | ride along- 
side her custom 80-inch in the parade. We were near 
the front, in the row behind Willy G, who looked back 
before the start and nodded his approval. 

























Hazel often stayed with me whenever her trips 
came East. Her itinerary, her TV appearances and 
radio talk shows, were all scheduled by Harley and 
they probably had my apartment phone listed some- 
where. 

Hazel could not only charm birds out of trees, she 
could charm trees into flying away with the birds 
when they left. 

She once did a tour of all the State capitals and | 
led her to Trenton, the New Jersey capital, and 
parked my van across from the State House. Hazel 
had followed me from my apartment and, as | point- 
ed out her destination, she just drove onto the side- 
walk, swung her sidestand down, removed her hel- 
met and began combing her hair. 

The biggest, baddest, meanest New Jersey State 
Trooper they had rushed out and threatened her with 
immediate atomic annihilation if she didn't move her 
Missouri-tagged motorcycle back to Missouri forth- 
with. 

Hazel smiled and finished her hair. 

The biggest, baddest, meanest went into overdrive. 

Hazel smiled and, leaning into her rear view 
mirror, renewed her lipstick. 
Just before the trooper's blood pressure 
popped his eyeballs out the local TV sta- 
tion's van pulled up and unloaded their 
cameras and lights as the governor 
walked out to greet her. Had she want- 
ed to, Hazel could have gotten that 
trooper assigned to counting mos- 
quitoes in Fortescue, instead she 
gave him a Harley key fob. 

At that Daytona parade the leader 
was Doug Domokos, who pulled a 
wheelie to start the column 

and CARRIED IT THE 

WHOLE EIGHT MILES TO 

THE SPEEDWAY! (I heard 

they had a long oil pickup 
tube extension to the rear of 
the crankcase on Doug’s 
Harley.) 

The applause and cheering from 

the motorcycle fans lining the 

parade route came in two parts, the 
first wave of sound was for Doug's per- 
formance, the second, was recognition 

of Hazel Kolb who was wearing her color- 

matched tan leathers on her tan motorcy- 
cle with tan saddlebags. 

A lovely, lovely, lady. 

Her death left a bruise on my heart. 

So that’s how | want to remember Doug 

Domokos; pulling a long effortless wheelie 
between rows of cheering fans. 

Ride clear of rainbows, Doug. 
—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of books, 
as well as author of the globally famous Duct Tapes 
stories. Like to have a list of Hertfelder columns from 
1986? Ask nice with а S.A.S.E. to Ed's ranch at РО, 
Box 17564, Tucson, AZ 85731; or E-mail to duct- 
tapes@yahoo.com. % 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


Product Evaluation 


STAINLESS CHAI 


It's hard to make anything new and exciting in chains and sprockets, but Sidewinder's done it again! 


М: Krause of Sidewinder summed up his reasoning behind this new product as 
simply as he could. “Basically, we've had great success with our stainless 
steel sprockets, so | took it to the obvious conclusion and decided to create a 
stainless steel chain. Why? Because we want to sell chains and sprockets to 
everyone, and there's a lot of competition out there," Krause said. “How are you 
going to grab people if a dozen different companies are hotly competing with each 
other? l'II tell you how, you take the bit in your mouth and build something better 
than the rest of them." 

It was a phone conversation, and 
Krause had us interested. "Send us 
a piece of that chain, and let's see 
what it can do," we told him. He 
went on to explain its construction. 

"The side plates are made out оғ; 
stainless. Тһе pins and rollers are # 
made out of chromoly steel. The 
chromoly is actually better for the | 
pins, it has less bending resistance в 
than the stainless we could have 
used in its place. | wanted to make |... — 
the rollers out of stainless as well, | 
but that would have taken the price 
over the top—it doesn't make sense 

to build a chain that nobody can 
afford to buy. Instead, we heat treat- 

ed the rollers and pins to a higher 
Rockwell index, a higher degree of f 
hardness. What we wound up with 

is a superior chain, with side plates 
that won't rust or wear, and pins 
and rollers that make the chain | 
tougher than anything else we've 
ever manufactured, at a price that's 
maybe $20 higher than a standard P 
chain, when the smoke clears." 

Okay, enough of the marketing 
hype. When the chain arrived we 
were struck first by the color of it, 
all silver rather than the anodized 
gold color we gotten used to on 
most chains. Cool looking. We 
combined with a new smaller 
countershaft sprocket and wrapped 
it all around the 52-tooth stainless 
sprockets we'd had on the bike for 
the past four months. The rear 
sprocket showed areas between 
the teeth where the brushed finish 
had been smoothed down, but 
there was still no wear showing on 
the teeth, and no hooking at all. With it all adjusted to spec, we closed the garage 
and looked forward to the next ride. 

As it turned out, the next ride would be a real acid test. We've been having a very 
wet summer here in the northeast, and the next time the newly-shod bike was 
rolled out was for the Ridge Riders' dual sport, which was two days of rain and 
abrasive mud. Wonderful! We were a little nervous about riding on a new chain in 
this kind of weather, since the bad weather would accelerate the normal break-in 
time. After all, when the previous chain was put on this bike, it needed an adjust- 
ment after a half-day of riding, and that chain was a Sidewinder Gold. We expect- 


©, 


ГЫ 
A bulletproof combination for the mud: Sidewinder stainless steel chain and sprockets. 


Quad-staked pins are new on the stainless chain, and add greatly to the overall strength. 


ed no less from the stainless chain, at least until it wore-in, and pledged to keep 
an eye on it. 

And we watched it, every time we stopped. Look down, make sure the counter- 
shaft nut was still on, flip the chain with a couple of fingers and see if it moved. 
Nothing. Every time we checked it, it looked the same. At the end of the day, it was 
still tight enough that it didn’t deserve attention. This was strange. All new chains 
needed to be adjusted after a day of riding at most, and this one was still fine after 

a day in the mud! 

Okay, if that was the way it 
wanted to play, we'd play that 
way. The next day we started in 

the rain, without even toughing 
the chain with any lube. Rode all 
day, sometimes in a heavy down- 
pour, and ignore the chain for the 
hole day. At the end of the ride, 
Я the chain was just loose enough 
1 to be adjusted, about what а nor- 
mal chain would need after a half- 

day of dry break-in. Still, we left it 
| alone, and rode another 20 miles 

in the sand the next weekend 

before we finally tightened the 
' chain. How much? About a half- 

turn on the chain adjuster bolts. 

That's it. 

Well, that's the kind of perfor- 

. mance that will make a believer 
1 out of you. We were already con- 
vinced about the longevity of the 
new Sidewinder stainless steel 

sprockets, after using one on a 

KTM 200 for a year. Now 

Sidewinder has stainless steel 

chain, and from what we’ve seen 

in two weekends of riding, it’s 
another winner. Keep in mind that, 
with chromoly pins and rollers 
you can still get rust on this chain, 
so it’s just as necessary to lube 
it—the best time to lube it is right 
before you wash the bike (makes it 
harder to get water past the o- 
rings and into the important part 
of the chain), and the night before 
you ride it. Right after a ride is 
good too, since that’s when the 
chain is at its warmest, but not if it 

was a wet ride. Give the chain a 

few days to dry out first (since if 
you lube a wet chain, you may be trapping water inside). 

The stainless steel gear costs more, that’s the only drawback. But, if you get 
many times the life out of a stainless sprocket, does it really cost more? No, it 
costs less. The same goes for the stainless chain. If this chain lasts as long as it 
appears to, Krause has a bullet-proof combination on his hands. 

Sidewinder is offering package prices on sprocket and chain combinations, and 
we recommend the stainless steel wholeheartedly. Get in touch with Krause 
Racing/Sidewinder at 630-513-1000 and fine out how much it is for your bike. 
Whatever it is, it's worth it in the long run. # 























IRELLI 


MX/SX & OFFROAD 





Affordable, 
Proven Performance! 


$2 Championship Performance from Supercross to Baja 500. 
/ © Durability & Traction. 


& Cornering Performance. 
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Ў ө Michael Pichon / Suzuki - 250 World Champion Runner-up 


“Features: 
%, 2 Ж. 
егде contact patch " more traction & precise steering 





< Larger volunie for better shock absorption 
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“2 Allows for use of Я wider rim & shorter spokes for greater stability 


^5 20 inch front tires available in MT450 & MT32 tread designs 
224 / / И / 


i? | и’ 
Contingency Information: . | < 
Please contact our Race Department at: 610.524:2198 





www. pirelli-moto.com 


The New MT450 





POWER IS NOTHING 
WITHOUT CONTROL 
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